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{ OF THE 
Bohemian- Moravian 
; ROTE STA NT CH URCH 
| OF THE 
United Brethren. 
SAP. . 


Of the Original of the Sclavonian, Moravian, and 
Bohemian Church, 10 the Year of Chriſt 1000. 


HE Goſpel was preach'd by the A- 
poſtles themſelves in the Countries 
of Sclavonia, as the Apoſtle of the 
1 Gentiles teſtifies, who writes to the 
fi Romans, that from Feruſalem and 
round about unto Illyricum, he had 
2 reached the Goſpel of Chriſt, Rom. xv. 19, 
28. And he tells Timothy, that Creſcens was 4 

parted to Galatia, Tilus unto Dalmatia, 2 Tim. iv. 
10. Now Ihricum and Dalmatia, even to this Day 
are Parts of the Countries of S$c/avonia. But the 
Goſpel, which at that * made ſo ſwift and 
| ſur- 
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ſurprizing a Progreſs, eaſily reach'd all the Sclavis 
nian Countries. And the Light thereof being once 


kindled in thoſe Regions, did likewiſe happily dif- 
fuſe itſelf thro* the ſucceeding Ages, Whence it 
came to paſs, that about the Year 400, Ferom, a 

very celebrated Doctor of the Eaſtern Church, 
born at S/ridon, a City of Ihricum, willing to aſ- 
fiſt the Growth of the Faith in his own Nation, 
tranſlated the Holy Scriptures into his native Tongue, 
inſomuch.that the Sclavi were the firſt of the Euro- 
pean Nations, that had the Oracles of God com- 
mitted unto them in their own Language. And 
iadeed this Sclavonian is ſuppos'd to be the firſt 
Tranſlation of the ſacred Text; which to this Day 


is uſed by all thoſe Nations which are of Sclavonian 


Extraction, to wit, the Poles, the Hungarians, the 
Nigſſians, Wallachians, Bobemians and Vandals, juſt 
in the ſame manner as the Latin Church uſes the 
Pulgate Tranſlation. | | 
Again, that there was a good Increaſe of Church- 
es in thoſe Nations, may be gather*d from the third 
Synod of Conſtantinople, in the Year of Chriſt 680, 


where honourable Mention is made of the Sclavo- 


nians, in theſe Words; © In the midſt of the Na- 
% tions of Lombardy and Sclavonia, are known to 
© be a great many Fellow-ſervants of ours, who 
% do not ceaſe to be uneaſy about this Matter“, 
(the Worſhip of Images.) Whence it is likewiſe 
evident, that the Sclavonians who at that time were 
Chriſtians, did utterly abhor the worſhipping of 


Images, ſince they refus'd to come to this Council 


which defended that Practice. | _ 5 

A Century after, God in a very ſingular Manner 
vouchſafed the Bleſſing of his Goſpel to all the 
Sclavonian Nations, to wit, the Bulgarians, Servians, 
Creatians, Moravians, Bohemians, Poles, Ruſſians, 
and Muſcovites. And to the Moravians particularly, 


by the Miniſtry firſt of Cyrillus, afterwards of Me- 


3 thodins, 
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thadius, Greek Biſhops and Teachers {killd in the 


SGclavonian Language; who in the Year 860 and 
the following, entring into Moravia, gain'd over 


to Chriſt Suatoplucus their King, and not long af- 
ter, Borivogius Duke of the Bohemians z and join'd 
all Moravia and Bohemia to the Greek Church. 
Theſe Teachers, to Purity of Doctrine, added the 
Apoſtolical Church-Diſcipline, which the United 
Brethren keep up to this very Day. 1 

From hence it appears that all theſe Nations, 
and together with the reft, Moravia and Hobemia, 
were converted to Chrift by the Miniſtry of the 
Eaſtern Church, and as to Chriſtian Diſcipline 
were formed upon the Greek Plan. They there- 
fore had nothing to do with the Pape of Rome, 


till the Year 1000, nor ever ſhould, if that Cor- 
rupter of the Churches of Chriſt had not at all 


times us'd all his Arts for that Purpoſe, 


CHAP. IL 
Of the State of the Bohemian and Moravian Chitrch 
from the Year rooo to the Year 1400, in which 
Interval its Liberty was very much attacb'd by the 
Pope of Rome. N 8 | 


T HE firſt Thing, that gave the Pope an Op- 
portunity to make ſome Attempt upon the 


Bobemians, was the Baniſhment of the Pidus Duke 


Borivogius, whom the Nobility and Commonalty, 
out of their vehement Attachment to Heatheniſm, 
expell'd his Country, and choſe Boleflaus in his 
room, who was ſtill devoted to the Heathen Super- 


ſtitions. He indeed behav'd with the molt horrid 


Cruelty towards the Chriſtians, till Ouo the Roman 
Emperor coming upon him with an Army, curb'd 
his Fury, and compelPd him to reftore the Places 
of Worſhip, recall tne Exiles, and give up his 


B 2 Chil. 
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Children to be inſtructed in the Principles of Chri- 
ſtianity, in the Year 940. Thus the Bohemians 
being firſt brdught into Subjection to the Emperor 
of Rome, did alſo ſoon after fall into the Nee of 
the Biſhop of Rome, by this new Occaſion, Bo- 
leſaus the pious, Son of that cruel Boleflaus, deſi- 
rous to promote the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, ſet up 
a Biſhoprick at Prague, and fought out for a Paſtor 


over the new and weak Flock. The Emperor of 


Rome had recommended Dithmarus a Saxon, Canon 
of Magdeburg, who alſo was elected. To inſtall 
him, the Archbiſhop of Mons was made uſe of; 
who ſeizing that Opportunity, recommended to 
the Bobemians the Liturgy of the wig Church ; 


which yet they refuſing, did by Meſſengers obtain 


from the Biſhop of Rome a Liberty of Religion and 
Conſcience, about the Year 1000. 

Pope Gregory VII. or Hildebrand, a Century af- 
ter, went about to rob the Bohemians of their 2 
berty, by ſending an Inhibitory Edict, as tis call'd, 
to Wratiſlaus Duke of- the Bohemians, in the Year 
1097,. which is to be read Word for Word in the 
Hiſtory of the Perſecution of the Bohemian Church, 
Ch. V. But neither did this Attempt ſucceed better 
than the former. 

But from this Time there was a continual Strug- 
gle between the Bohemian Church and the Raman, 
this aiming to lay her Yoke upon the other, and 
the other always refuſing to bear it, till the un- 
happy Century laſt paſt, when indeed ſhe ſunk un- 
der it, but now has in part recayered her Liberty 
in the United Brethren, 

Pope Cæleſtinus, who a full Commune after, endea- 
voured to impoſe the Celibacy of the Clergy upon 


the Bohemians as well as Germans, made a vain Ef- 


fort; For Cardinal Peter, his Legate 8 latere, hard- 
ly eſcapꝰd being, ſtoned by the Prieſts and Prelates 
al Prague, in the Year 11972 as Hagecius writes. 
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In the Age after, the Doctrine of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, together with the ſacrilegious Way of Com- 


municating only in one Kind, began to be obtruded 


on the Churches, about the Year 1280, but not 
upon the Bobemians till the Year 1361, when 
Charles IV. King of Bohemia, and alſo Emperor 


of Rome, having chang'd the Biſhoprick of Prague 


into an Archbiſhoprick, and founded an Univer- 


ſity there, had call'd thither Doctors and Maſters 


out of Germany, France and Italy. For theſe Men 
ſtrongly inſiſted upon the Practice, which had ob- 
tained elſewhere, of communicating in one Kind, 
whilſt the Bohemians again reſented ſuch an Innova- 


tion, and oppos'd it with all their Might. John 


Milicins a Nobleman by Birth, Canon of Prague, 
and the King's Confeſſor, was more warm than the 
reſt, and earneſtly reprov'd fo many palpable A- 
buſes 3 whereupon he was by the Command of the 
Pope chaſtis'd and caſt into Priſon, but was pre- 
ſently ſet at Liberty by the People, and thro? Fear 


of them was diſmiſs'd, and ſent into Baniſhment 
in the Year 1366. Matthias Fanovius ſucceeded 
him, who was likewiſe Charles IV's Confeſſor. He 


not at all terrified by the Fate of his Predeceſſor, 
went on with all Earneſtneſs to contend for the 
Communion in both Kinds, and advis'd the Empe- 
ror to call a Council, in order to put an End to fa 
many Abuſes that were creeping in. But when 
the Emperor began to treat with the Pope con- 
cerning this Matter, the Pope being enrag'd, in- 


ſiſted ſo upon the curbing of Temerarious Perſons 


and Hereticks, that Charles being prevailed on by 
his Authority, order'd his Confeſſor, tho? very dear 
to him, to depart the Kingdom. Tho? he after- 
wards returning, led the reſt of his Life in private 
till the Year 1394, in which he died, having ut- 
ter'd this Prediction, Now, the Fury of the E- 
** nemies of the Truth has prevaiPd againſt us, 
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be ern it will not be fo always. For a mean Peo- 


le will ariſe, without Sword or Power, and a- 
1% Siu theſe they ſhall not be able to prevail”. 


CHAP, II. 


Of the State of this Church from the Near 1400 10 


the Year 1416; and of thoſe Witneſſes of the 
Truth, John Huss and Jerom of Prague, 


H E Liberty of the - Bohemians would have 
been entirely loft, if God had not raiſed up 
hn Huſs, as a remarkable Witneſs and Advocate 
of the Truch. He being Profeſſor of Divinity in 


Bethlehem, began to reprove thoſe | Papa Abuſes, 
with great Applauſe of the People, not only at 
Prague, but all over the Kingdom; being encou- 
rag d herein by the Aſſiſtance of Jerom of "Prague, 
who at his Return from England and France, had 


brought with him Fickhf*s Books, and with the 


fame Boldneſs of Speech pull'd down Errors im the 
Schools, as Huf did in the Church; nor did he 
only tread in the Steps of the former Witneſſes of 
the Truth, but proceeded fo far, as to reject every 


Thing chat was contrary to the Apoſtolical Purity 


and Diſcipline; The chief Men of the Kingdom 
were of Huſ3's Side, and joined with the common 


People in defending him; and fo having denied 


Foreigners the Right of voting in the Univerſity, 


which occaſioned the Departure of all the German 
Doctors and Students from Prague to Leipfict, 


he was choſen and conſtituted Rector of the Uni- 
verſity of Prague: From which Time he and his 
Collegue put W and her Adherents into great 


Conſternation. pe Jobn XXIII. being troubled 
at _ Things, 1 Huſs to Rome; and 


when 
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A ſvort Hiſtory of the Moravian Brethren. 7 
when he, by the Advice of the Univerſity and No- 
bles of the Realm, did not appear, the Pope ſends 
an Interdi& to prohibit the Celebration of Maſs at 
Prague. Whence aroſe freſh Tumults in the City: 
The common People were divided into different 
Factions, and all Things in Confuſion. In this 
State of Affairs, Huſs of his own Accord left Prague, 
and laying afide both Chair and Pulpit, began to 
teach the Word of, God from Town to Town. 
And this Preaching of the Goſpel being attended 
with wonderful Succeſs, the Court of Rome pre- 
vailed on the Emperor Sig:/mmnd, Brother to the 
King of Bohemia, to call Hyſs to the Council of 
Conſtance, with the Emperor's Letters of Safe- 
Conduct for his Security. Here he ſealed the ſa- 

cred Teſtimony to the Truth of God and the Apo- 
ſtolical Diſcipline, with his own Blood, being burnt 
at Conſtance the 6th Day of Fuly, 1415. Ferom 
his Collegue was honour'd with the ſame Martyr- 
dom the zoth Day of May, 1416. 


CHAP. IV. 


Of the State of this Church from the Year 1416 1 
the Year 1450, and therein of Huſs's Followers or 
_ the Huſſites. | 


HE States of the Kingdom of Bohemia and 

1 of Moravia, being greatly fir'd and griev'd. 
by this Cruelty of the Pope towards their Teachers 
cContrary to Engagement, ſend Letters to the 
Council, in which they complain bitterly of this 
moſt unworthy Fact, and declare themſelves not 
anſwerable for the Evil that might follow. To give 
it the greater Weight, they all ſubſcrib'd this Let- 
ter with their own Hands, and all round it ſet to 
' their Seals and Coats of Arms, *Twas dated at 
Prague, Sept. 21, 1416, "I 
* The 
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The Council gave them no Anſwer, but earneſt» 


ly admonif}Yd all the Partizans of the Court of 
Rome in Moravia and Bohemia, to look to the In- 
tereſt of the Roman- Catholic Church; whereupon 
they exercis'd great Violence towards the others, 
which was attended with very diſmal] Conſequences, 
For the People ſeeing themſelves thus attempted 
upon, and that, Liberty being taken away, they 
were driven by Force, they take up Arms, and 
make John 2 Trutska (a Nobleman by Birth, whoſe 
Sirname was Ziſca, that is one-ey*d) their Captain, 
under whoſe Command in the Year 1419, they en- 
ter upon a moſt calamitous War with the Emperor 
Sigiſmund, and the King of Bohemia. From Huſs 
the Martyr, they were calPd Huſſites; from the 
Mountain Tabor, where they pitch*d their Camp, 


they were call'd Taborites, Theſe Huffite Wars 


were ſo proſperouſly carry*d on by Ziſca their Com- 
mander and his Succeſſors, for 15 Years, that the 
Hufſites always prov*d victorious, inſomuch that 
Poſterity will almoſt think it too wonderful to be- 
lieve. But when by Degrees Diviſions aroſe a- 
mong the Huffite Bohemians themſelves, the larger 
Part of them turned aſide from the Simplicity of 


Faith, and began to perſecute the better Party. So 
there were at that Time in Bohemia, three Sorts 


of thoſe who proteſted againſt Errors and Papal In- 


croachment. | 
1. The common People, and the greateſt part 


/ 


of the Nobility, looking only to the Point of the 


Cup in the Sacrament, and neglecting the reſt of 
Huſs's Doctrine, ſubmitted to the Romiſb Rites. 
They were therefore call'd Calixtines, from Calix 
the Cup ; and were a violent Sett of Men, main- 

raining their Cauſe with Fire and Bloodſhed. 
2. Others, inſiſting upon Simplicity and Purity 
in all Doctrines and Ordinances, were from their 
Zeal call'd Zealots : Theſg were a more ſubtle vo 
: o 
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A Sort History of the Moravian Brethren, 9 
of People, and to carry their Point, made uſe at 
once of Arms and Policy. | 

3. The ſmalleſt and ſoundeſt Part, following 
the Purity of Faith and Apoſtolical Diſcipline, hav- 
ing nothing to do with Arms or Political Intrigues, 
had no other View, but to preſerve the Doctrinę 
and Diſcipline of Chriſt in Piety and Quietneſs, af- 
ter the Example of that King, whoſe Banner is the 
Croſs, and whoſe Arms are Spirit and Truth, 
Theſe truly faithful and worthy Followers of Hus, 
labour'd under hard Uſage partly from the Papiſts, 


partly from the Haſites themſelves, eſpecially the 


among themſelves, yet join'd their Forces againſt 


Calixtines, and were call'd by the hated Name of 
Piccards. Now Piccards was a Name given the 
Waldenſes, who being before theſe Times driven 
from France, had ſettled in Auſtria, and were now 
look'd upon as the fouleſt Hereticks. In the mean 
while the War continues, and thoſe who diſagreed 


the Papal Faction. For as often as the Emperor 


drew near with his Army, ſo often did they make 
Peace among themſelves, and unanimouſly defend 
the common Cauſe, Ziſca and Procopius, Com- 
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| manders of the Taborites, being ſtill the chief Ac- 


tors. The Emperor therefore and the Pope, def- 
pairing to gain their Point by Arms, betook them- 
ſelves to Craft, and having again call'd a Council 
at Baſil in the Year 1431, with all ſeeming Mile- 
neſs invited the Bohemians to a friendly Deciſion of 


their Differences. Accordingly Meſſengers were 


ſent to the Council, of whom the Principal were 


Procopius Holi, Commander of the Taborites, in 
behalf of the Nobility, and in behalf of the Cler« 

y Jobn Rokyzanus, a Divine and Preacher at 
Prague: The former of theſe behav'd himſelf very 


-: worthily, but the latter, Rokyzanus, being led a- 
$ fide by the Hopes of the Archiepiſcopal See which 
Was promis'd him, and influencing likewiſe the o- 


ther 
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ther Meſſengers, acted neither uprightly nor pru- 
dently, and ſuffer'd himſelf to be cheated; the 
Council promis'd largely every Thing he inſiſted 

on, but with an Intention to perform nothing of it. 

The Articles agreed to were; „ That the Uſe 

<& of the Cup ſhould be reſtored to the Laity, the 

« Word of God ſhould be taught freely, and all 

e divine Offices be performed in their own Lan- 
« ouage : On the other Hand, that the Bohemians 1 
* ſhould obey the See of Rome, and obſerve her 
«© Ceremonies”. But a great many, eſpecially the 
Zealots, being vex'd that they were thus brought 
off from the Doctrine and Diſcipline of Haß, and 
betray'd into the Hands of the Enemies of F 
the Truth, declar'd againſt it as far as they | 
might, and betook themſelves to Arms again. The 
Taborites were worſted, and their whole milita- 
ry Force cut to Pieces, Procopius their Command- 
er being ſlain in the Field. This happen'd in the 
Year 1434. In the Year 1435, Rokyzanus was ſo- 
lemnly elected Archbiſhop. at a general Meeting; 
but finding that his Confirmation by the Emperor 
was put by, and his Inveſtiture denied him by the 
Pope, and fo that he was impoſed upon, he and his 
Party again began to inveigh againſt the Emperor's 
Injuſtice, and the Pope's Tyranny 3 he ſhew'd by 
Plain and Rrong Arguments, that People ought to 
withdraw themſelves from Antichriſt, and from be- 
Ing directed by him, and that the Law of Chriſt 
was the only Rule in Religious Matters. But as 
ſoon as he declar'd himſelf in this manner, the bet- 
ter-diſposd Part of his Audience (among whom 
was Gregory, a Nobleman, Rekyzanus's Siſter's Son) 
Having conſulted together, went to Rohzanus, told 
him the Uneaſineſs of their Conſcience, and deſir d 
his Advice. He receiv'd them kindly, commend-. 
ed their Zeal,” gave them to read ſome Writings _ 
againſt the Abgminations of the Church, and N 8 
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that means inflam'd them the more; but yet ad- 


vis'd them to Silence and Patience. When again 
and again, in greater Numbers, they preſs'd him 
not to defer putting really in Practice, what he 
taught in Words; he anſwer'd, „ That 'twas a 
& Matter of great Difficulty, that nothing could be 


. done haſtily therein”, In the mean Time Roh- 


zanus and the Bohemians, deteſting the Pope and 


- his Adherents, are deſirous to renew their ancient 


Friendſhip with the Greet Church, intending to 
aſk her Help and Aſſiſtance, as their Mother. For 


this Purpoſe an Aſſembly of the States was held at 


Prague in the Year 1450, in which by the com- 


mon Conſent of the States and Clergy, an Appeal 
was made to the Greek Church, and Meſſengers 


with Letters were regularly ſent to Conſtantinople, 
whither they came in the Year 1451, and the Mat- 


ter ſucceeded very well. For the Greeks having 


heard the Heads of Doctrine by the Meſſengers, 
well- pleas'd with their mutual Agreement, ſent a 
Letter to the Bohemians, and confirm'd them in the 


Faith, promiſing withal to ordain Miniſters for 
their Church, and afford them all the Aſſiſtance 


that lay in their Power. This Letter, ſubſcribed 


by the Patriarch and principal Biſhops, was deli- 
ver'd the 12th Day of January, 1451. But two 
Years after this, Conſtantinople being taken by the 
Turks in 1453, both the Power of the Greeks, and 
the Hopes of the Bohemians fell to the Ground at 
once, | 


C's CHAP, 
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CHAP. V. 


Of the State of this Church from the Year 1450 
to the Year 1322; and therein of the Riſe of 


the United Brethren among the ſounder Part of 


3 


the Huſlites, 
row when the better-diſpoſed Party clearly 
( ſaw that Rokyzanus himſelf waver'd, and that 


the greateſt Part of the Huſſites ſought nothing elſe 
but worldly Things; being inflamed with a Divine 
Zeal, after previous Deliberation for the Space of 
leven Years, and admoniſhing the Archbiſhop ſe- 
veral Times with no Effect, they made a Separa- 
tion from the Calixtines and the reſt of the falſe 
Halſites, being join'd together according to the Plan 
of Chriſt, and into a true Union among themſelves. 
They therefore in ſeveral Places gather together 
their Congregations ; they appoint one Eccleſiaſti- 


cal Confiſtory ; and are determin'd to undergo any 


Hardſhips for the Truth's Sake, ſo they may but 
more cloſely hold and preſerve the pure Doctrine, 
by the Bands of Apoſtolical Diſcipline. This U- 
nion was made in the Year 1457, which, tho' it 
has undergone many Trials and Viciflitudes, yet 
continues ſtill and ſhall continue. 


Bat leſt they ſhould give Occaſion to any Di- 


ſturbance in the State, they humbly petition'd 
_ George who then govern'd the Kingdom, by. Let- 
ter, for Liberty of Conſcience, and alſo for ſome 
Place, where they might live quietly, and might 
ſerve God with a pure Conſcience, and exerciſe 
Church-Diſcipline. He being a Man of a generous 
Diſpoſition, and convinc'd of the Gofpel-Truth, 
tally and graciouſly comply'd with their Requeſt, 
and aftigned them the Territory of. Litit in the 
mountainous Parts bordering, on Siga, to be a 

Sanctuary 
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Sanctuary for them: A happy Place, where a great 
Multitude of People of all Sorts and Conditions 


from all parts of Bobemia and Moravia flock d to- 


—_— i, | 
"Theſe all began with one Accord to call one ano- 
ther, after the Example of the Apoſtles and firſt 


| Chriſtians, Brethren and Sifters, and the whole Con- 
gregation was called The Unity of the Brethren, or 


The United Brethren : And hence it came, that the 
Title of Bohemian and Moravian BRETHREN 
was given them, which remains to our Time. 

The Archbiſhop was againſt them, yea became 
their open Enemy, and forbid their Meetings in 
the Year 1461. Gregory, Rokyzanus*'s Nephew, vi- 
fiting his Friends at Prague, and having a Meet- 
ing, both he and they were caſt in Priſon. The 
Officer of the Guard ſtanding 'at the Door of the 
Chamber, ſpoke thus to them; Al that will live 
<< godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſulfer Perſecution : You 
cc therefore who are here, follow me to Priſon“. 
Which was immediately done. Thro' the Hatred 
of Rokyzanus to the Brethren, and at his Inſtigation, 
in the Lear 1466 a Proclamation came forth in the 
Name of the King and the Conſiſtory, for baniſſi- 
ing the Brethren out of Bohemia and Moravia. 
Part of them therefore went into other Countries, 
but the greater Part, diſpers'd among the Moun-. 
tains and Woods, dwelt in Caves, ' ſuffering ' there. 
the utmoſt Miſeries. However, the Brethren ſet up 
among themſelyes ſome Order, chooſing Elders by 
Vote, to whom committing the Management of 
Affairs, they 2 them Obedience: And call- 
ing together the principal Members out of the Diſ- 
perſion thro* Bobemia and - Morauie, they alſo held 
Synods in thoſe Mountains, and made certain Laws, 
how they might behave: themſelves ſuitably to the 
Diſcipline of Chriſt | 

| > . 9 Ring 
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Being likewiſe ſollicitous about a regular and A- 
poſtolical Ordination of Paſtors, there met 1n the 
Year 1467 out of all Bohemia and Moravia, grave 
and pious Men, about ſeventy in all, who ſent three 
of their Number, being mark*d out by Lot, to 
Stephen Biſhop of the Waldenſes, then under Ba- 
niſhment in Auſtria. He having calPd together the 
other Biſhops his Collegues, conſecrated theſe three 
Perſons, who were Miniſters and Teachers remark- 
able for their Piety and Learning, Biſhops, by Im- 
poſition of Hands: Their Names were Matthias of 
Cunewald, Ghomas Prælautenſis, and Elias of Chrze- 
novitæ. Theſe new Biſhops returning to their 
Friends, brought to them in the Name of the Val- 
denſes, Peace and Union; but before any Anſwer 
could be ſent back, Stephen Biſhop of the Waldenſes 
was burnt to Death by the Papiſts at Vienna, in the 
Year 1467, The Waldenſes being diſperſed, wan- 
dered about Brandenburg, and afterwards Moravia, 
where they joined themſelves with the Remains of 
the Brethren dwelling there, and this in the City 
Fulneck. From which Time there was no more 
any ſeparate Church of the Waldenſes in Germany, 
becauſe it continued always join*d with the United 
Brethren, And hence it is, that the Brethren 
themſelves have frequently gone by the Name of 

WW. aldenſes . 4 | TOs 
But it pleas'd God, that while the Waldenſes 
were perſecuted in Auſtria, the Brethren in Bohemia 
ſhould partake of the ſame Lot; for the King 
with the Archbiſhop iſſued out a freſh Decree in 
the Year 1469, for the Impriſonment of the Bre- 
thren, whom. they call'd Piccards. But this pub- 
lic Perſecution did not take ſo much Effect as their 
Enemies hop'd, by Reaſon of the Death of the 
King, and the Archbiſhop Rokyzanus, who both 
departed this Life in the Month of March 1471. 
Laziflaus a Polander ſucceeded George, and favoured 
| | the 
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the Church of the Brethren. At length after thir- 


ty Years, againſt his Will, and in a manner com- 
pell'd, he gave Way to ſome ſevere Things againſt 
the Brethren, which yet being done contrary to the 


King's Inclinations, did not anſwer the Enemies 


Deſires. About the ſame Time, there was a ſe- 
cond Removal of the Brethren, when a great part 
of them, under the Direction of the Biſhop Mat- 


 thias, went into Hallachia, whole Palatine moſt 


kindly receiv'd them; however many of theſe af- 
terwards return*d-into their own Country. 

In the Year, 1474, the Brethren ſent choſen 
Men, to ſearch our, whether in any Country they 


could find truly godly Men, and a truly Apoſto- 


lical Church, to which they might join themſelves, 
and not live ſolitary and alone. Zuke of Prague 
went into Greece, Mareſius Kokovezius into Rafa, 
Martinus Marchicus into the leſſer Aa, Paleſtine 


and Egypt. All of them on their Return Home, 


brought Word, That all Things were in, a moit 
corrupt Condition. There were alſo Brethren ſent 
into Jah and France, who found very few, true, 
tho? many oppreſſed Chriſtians, _ eſpecially of the 
Naldenſes. 1 r 
About the Year 1490, the Brethren built Ora- 
tories or public Places of Worſhip in their Towns 
and Villages: Inſomuch that about the Year, 1500; 
there were near two hundred Churches of the Bre- 
thren in Bohemia and Moravia, 1 

In the Year 1511 the Brethren ſent a Meſſage 
to Eraſmus of Roterdam, a Divine and Philoſopher 


* 


of very great Note, in Germany and Holland, toge- 


ther with a Confeſſion of the Faith and Diſcipline 
which they had among them, withall intreating 
him to give his Judgment thereof. Eraſmus moſt 
courteouſly receiv*'d the Meſſengers, and gave the 


Brethren the higheſt Commendation both for Or- 


thodoxy and Piety. But he did not judge it proper, 
| con- 
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conſidering the Times, to bear a public Teſtimony 
in their Behalf; which yet afterwards, when Oppor- 
tunity ſerv*d, he did more than once. It is enough 
here to mention that one Teſtimony of his concern- 
ing the Brethren, which he has given in his Preface 
10 the New Teſtament, where he affords the utmqft 
Encomiums both of their Doctrine and Morals and 
Church-Diſcipline. 


G 


Of the State of this Church from the Year 1522 10 
the Year 1622 ;, and therein of the United Bre- 
thren's Affairs continued. La 


Century after Huſs, God raigd up in Germany 
11 the magnanimous Luther, to whom the Bre- 


ratulate him upon the acknowledging of the 
Light of the Truth, and to expreſs their Wiſh- 
es, that by his Miniſtry it might diffuſe itſelf far 
and wide, Luther took freſh Courage by this Meſ- 
ſage; he recerv'd the Meſſengers very kindly, he 
loved the Brethren, and kept up a friendly Cor- 
reſpondence with them. The ſame Luther in the 


Year 1523 being again ſaluted by the Brethren, by 


Letter, wrote back to them ; „We cannot as y. 
5 attain to the ſetting up ſuch a Plan and Exer- 


| * ciſe of Doctrine and good Life, as we hear you 


* have. Matters with us are green as yet, and go 
* on flowly, but pray for us”. In his Letter to 


Brother John Auguſtas, among other Things he 
writes thus: Furthermore I exhort you in the 


* Lord, to continue with us even to the laſt in Fel- 
« lowſhip of Spirit and of Doctrine, as you have 
* begun, and join with us in fighting by the Word 


and Prayers againſt the Gates of Hell. Greet 


66 with 


thren, rejoicing at his Succeſs in purging the 
Church, ſent certain in the Year 1522, to con- 
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cc with Reverence all the Brethren in the Lord. 


Mittenberg, the Day after S. Francis in the Year 
WF o2542% 1 
In the fame Year the Brethren ſent their laſt 
Enmbaſſy to Luther, when after having had very 
friendly Conferences with him and the Divines, be- 
fore the Meſſengers left Wittenberg, he made an 
Entertainment for them, and in the Preſence of the 
Profeſſors, gave the right Hand of ſacred Fellow- 
ſhip to the United Brethren in general, adding 
theſe Words; © Be ye the Apoſtles of the Bobe- 
„ mians, I and my Friends will be the Apoſtles of 
„ the Germans: Do ye the Work of Chriſt there, 
as ye ſhall have Opportunity; and we will do it 
e in like manner, as we ſhall have Opportunity 
here“ '. Again, upon another Occaſion he gave 
this illuſtrious Teſtimony concerning the Brethren: 
There have not aroſe, ſays he, ſince the Times 
e of the Apoſtles, any Men, whoſe Church has 
come nearer to the Apoſtolical Doctrine and 
Rites, than che Bohemian Rrethren, For, altho? 
theſe Brethren do not ſurpaſs us in the Purity of 
Doctrine, ſince all Articles of Faith are propound- 
ed by us ſincerely and purely out of the Word 
of God, yet they go beyond us far in that Holy 
+: * Diſcipline which they uſe, and by which they 
7 © happily\govern their Churches; being on this 
Account worthy of greater Praiſe than we, which 
3 ©<* Praiſe foy the Glory of God and for the Truth's 
e ſake we ought to allow them”. 
Jobn Calvin did no leſs honour our Brethren, In 
2 certain Letter to the Brethren he writes thus: 
I heartily congratulate your Churches, on which, 
2 © beſides Purity of Doctrine, the Lord hath be- 
„ ſtowed ſo many valuable Advantages : For it is 
not to be counted a ſmall Matter, that they have 
„ ſuch Paſtors, by whom they are ruled and or- 
e dered ; that the Moral Behaviour of the Church- 
"Ip Yo D 4 eg 
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cc es is ſo good; that they are conſtituted after fo 
* excellent a Form; that they enjoy the beſt of 
% Diſcipline, which Point we may juſtly call the 
c chief and only Bond that can ſecure Obedi- 
„5 On 
He likewiſe in a Letter wrote to the Switzers in 
the Year 1556, amongſt other Things has the fol- 
lowing Words. © Your Agreement with the Bo- 
* hemian Brethren gives me to hope all the beſt 
Things: Not only becauſe God uſes to bleſs the 
„ holy Union, into which the Members of Chriſt 
combine together; but becauſe I am in Hopes 
that the Wiſdom of the Bohemian Brethren, 
* which the Lord has taught them by long Expe- 
„ rience, will be of no ſmall Service to you in 
« theſe your Beginnings. Wherefore it behoves 
« you to ule all Diligence, that this godly Con- 
« junction be eſtabliſhed more and more”. But 
tho? both the Reformers Luther and Calvin, and 
the moſt celebrated Divines of both Parties, gave 
the Brethren very honourable Teſtimonies, and re- 
ſpected them as their Brethren; yet they notwith- S 
ſtanding, as they confeſs in the Preface to the Apo- 
logy for their Doctrine and Rites, could join them- 
ſelves to no Party, becauſe when Diſputes aroſe a- 
mong the Proteſtants, it was not fitting for them 
to meddle therein, but to remain exempt from ſuch 
Party Quarrels, in the mean Time loving and ho- 
nouring brotherly both Parties. 
It happening that George, Guardian to Lewis 
King of Bohemia, Marqueſs of Brandenburg, did 
deſire of the Baron of Kranick, a more full Infor- 
mation concerning the Orders and Cuſtoms of the 
Brethren, they wrote in the Year 1532, an Apology 
for their Doctrine and Rites, &c. which Luther, 
adding an elegant Preface, procur'd to be printed at 
Fittemberg in the Year 1333, and again in 1538. 
In the Year 1535 the Brethren preſented a Con- 
A 8 feſſion 
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feſſion of their Faith to King Ferdinand at Vienna, 
by which Means they again obtain'd their Liberty, 
but it did not continue long. TS 

For when in the Year 1544, the Emperor Charles 
had overcome the Proteſtants of Germany in the 
Smalcaldic War, as tis call'd, and had greatly 
weaken'd them; Ferdinand the Emperor's Brother, 
King of Bohemia, laid his Subjects alſo under Pe- 


nalties, caſting the chief of the Nobility into Pri- 


ſon, or confiſcating their Eſtates: But more parti- 
cularly was his Rage exerted againſt the Brethren, 


whoſe Place of Preaching he commanded to be 


ſhut up, and their Paſtors to be ſeiz'd on, under 
Suſpicion of ſome Dealing or Conſpiracy with Lu- 


ther. Part thercfore of thoſe who were expell'd and 


ſcattered abroad, both Paſtors and People, went in- 
to Pruſſia, where they were kindly receiv'd by Duke 
Albert, and had four Towns granted them, Cugina, 
Dubraunum, Soldavia and Gradia, to dwell 1n. 
There they ſettled many Churches, and publiſh*d 
the Apoſtolical Truth little known in this Country, 
with great Bleſſing. There was alſo at the ſame 
Time, another Inſtance of the Divine Providence 


concerning the Church of the Brethren ; to wit, that 


the fame Exiles as they paſs'd thro* Great Poland, 
did there ſow the Seeds of the Goſpel, as it were 
by the by. For being friendly and courteouſly re- 
ceiv*d by the Poles, they with ſuch happy Effect 
propagated the Goſpel of Chriſt, that within ſix 
Years Time, they brought very many both of the 
Nobility and common People to the Knowledge of 
the Truth, and planted about 40 Churches. Nor 


had they leſs Succeſs in Leſſer Poland and Lithuania, 


tho? the Matter went on with more Difficulty, and 
ſlower : For they ſettled divers Churches there, or- 
daining - Biſhops, Elders and Co-elders in every 
Place. Nay, in their own Country God -granted 
them milder Times, in the Year 1562, under the 
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peror Maximilian II. King of Bohemia, a very mild 


Prince, under whom they began again to take 


Breath and flouriſh. For he upon reading the Con- 


ſeſſion of the Brethren, granted them his Royal Pro- 
tection. Wheace it was, that the new Edition of 
Sacred Hymnus which they were then putting forth, 
they dedicated it to the Emperor, in the Year 
1566. And at this Time many of the Brethren, 


who had till now been Exiles in Pruſſia and Poland, 9 


return'd to their own Country. 


In the Year 1576 Maximilian departing this Life, 


his Son Rudolph ſucceeded him, who treading in the 
Steps of his Father, gave the Brethren Leave to 
dwell ſecurely. Nay farther, in the Year 1609, 
to thoſe States of the Realm who were Hufſites ſub 


utraque, as they term'd it, or Evangelical or Pro- 


teſtants, he committed the lower Conſiſtory, and 


the Univerſity of Prague, to be reformed as the 


ſaid States ſhould ſee fit; adding his Royal Letters, 
whereby he granted the Proteſtants full Liberty of 
Conſcience, and to have Churches, and to teach 
publickly ; nay he bound his Succeſſors to obſerve 
theſe Things inviolably, The States of the Realm 
therefore of the Proteſtant Perſuaſion, reduce the 
Conſiſtory into another Form, and for Concord's 
Sake, chooſe by Vote three Miniſters of the Hu, 
ſites, three from the United Brethren, and as many 
from the other Proteſtants; adding to them three 
Profeſſors of the Univerſity. Theſe twelve ſelect 
Men they intruſt with the Care of the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Affairs of the whole Kingdom. It was granted 
the Brethren, that the Preſident's neareſt Col- 
legue ſhould be an Elder of theirs; and the Ora- 
tory or Place of Worſhip call'd Bethlehem, ſo fa- 
mous for /7u/s's preaching there, was given to them, 
as being rhe genuine Offspring of Huſs. 


Thus Religion of the purer Kind flouriſhed ; MF 


falle ZHwfitiſm being remov'd by Degrees through- 
| 2 | Out 


Wow 


MA Aa » Mt wo ww 


UA QA = > 


A wk 


pPreferr'd heavenly Things before earthly, leaving 


; A ſhort H Nory of the Moravian Brethren, 21 


out all the Kingdom; but alas, it was not long ſo. 


For the Emperor Rudolph dying in the Year 1619, 


the Enemies of the Goſpel ſtudied, by vexing the 
Bobemians various Ways, to drive them to Impa- 
tience, and thence to take up Arms: Into which 
if they ſuffer*'d themſelves to be carried, they might 
have a fair Pretence to deſtroy them as Rebels by 
the Emperor's Troops. Which alſo happen'd. 
For the Bohemians being us'd very hardly by the 
Emperor Ferdinand II. hinder'd him from coming 
to the Kingdom, by chooſing Frederic the Elector 
Palatine for their King; who in the Year 1620 


being overcome by the Emperor, and driven out 


of Bohemia, a dreadful Storm overwhelm'd the 
Church of Chriſt in Bohemia and Moravia, to the 
almoſt entire Extinction of the Proteſtant Religion. 


CHAP. VI. 


Of the State of this Church from the Year 162 2 fo 
the Year 1722; and therein of the United Bre- 
thren oppreſs*d and cruſbꝰd. 


BOUT the Year 1622, all the Miniſters of 

the Proteſtant Churches in Bohemia and Mo- 

ravia, were by a general Proclamation of the Em- 

peror baniſh*d, the People being firſt ſoftly entic'd 

to change their Religion, but foon after urg'd by 
various Terrors and Moleſtations. 

At laſt when the Papiſts obſerv'd, that by this 
Method they could gain but few, in the Year 1627, 
they baniſh*d out of the Country all the States or 
Barons that were of the Proteſtant Religion ; and 


the common People they attempted to compel, by 


Impriſonments and Tortures, to give up the Cup, 
and be ſubject to the Pope of Rome, Where- 
fore in this and the following Years, as many as 


their 
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their Goods, went forth into %, Luſatia, Bran- 
denburg, the United Provinces, Prufſ ja and Poland, 


where they, as far as they might, kept up their 


Worſhip and their Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline: eſpeci- 
ally they which were of the United Brethren. 
And thus did the United Brethren undergo their 


third Baniſhment for true Religion's Sake; "he firſt. 


being in the Reign of George, the next under Fer- 
dinand I. and this the third under Ferdinand II. 

But the Enemies found it a very hard Matter to 
extirpate that ſacred Unity of the Brethren, and it 
took them up full forty Years, to ſuppreſs the Bre- 
thren in Bobemia and Moravia. 

At length Things were reduced to that State, 
that wont the Year 1660, in Bohemia and Mora- 
via, the Proteſtants had nat one Place of public 
Worſhip left them more, no School, no private Ex- 
erciſe of Religion, no pious Books; for the Bibles, 
and other Books which contained the purer Doctrine, 
as many as could be found, were burnt. 

Yet notwithſtanding all the Fury of the Adver- 
faries, this holy Brotherhood was not quite put an 
End to, tho' many thought it was extinguiſh'd. 


For this little Church ſtill fubſiſted partly 1n Poland, 


Pruſſia, and the Parts of Brandenburg; partly in 


Moravia itſelf, amongſt the Papiſts, were the Re- 
mains thereof preſcrved, by the Divine Grace and 
Protection, inviſible to the World. 

Aud as for the Brethren lying hid in Moravia, 
every one of them, in his Place where he lived, al- 
ways kept by him a Bible, the Zymn-Bock of the 
United Brethren, and what other little Books per- 
taining to Godlineſs they could conceal z which he 
carefully kept ſecret from the Adverſaries of the 


Truth, amongſt whom he dwelr, and preſerv'd 


them as the moſt precious 1 from Genera- 
tion to Generation. The Brethren devoted the E- 


venings and Nights, and likewiſe the Lord's- Days and 
| Ho- 
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Holidays, to the reading of God's Word, and ſing- 
ing of Hymns; to which every Father of a Fami- 
ly, added in his own Houſe paternal and brotherly 
Exhortations, having alſo, as often as it might be, 
other Friends and Brethren to join with him. For 
which godly Zeal, the Heads of the Families of 
the Nit/ſchmans, the Schneiders, the Munſters, and 
other ſuch, are eſpecially Famous; by whoſe Means 
it was, that the Moravian Church of the Brethren, 
then ſtruggling as it were for Life, did not ſuffer 
the total Extinction which it was ſo nigh to. 
However in this Seaſon of Miſery and Deſolation, 
the Biſhop of the Brethren Amos Comenius, a Mo- 
ravian, being himſelf in Exile in Holland, thought 
that he, like Elias, was alone left remaining, with- 
out any Hopes of handing down the Apoſtolical 
Succeſſion which was lodg'd in him; and accord- 
ingly he wrote, in the Year 1660, a very melan- 
choly Lamentation, and dedicated it to the Engliſh 
Church, But this good Man, happily for us, was 
miſtaken ; for in the Year 1662, his own Son-1n-law, 
Fadlonsky ſenior, was ordained Biſhop of the Bohe- 
mian and Moravian Brethren in ſpem contra ſpem, in 
Hope againſt Hope. 
Ne was ſucceeded by Daniel Erneſt Fablonsky a 
Moravian, who was conſecrated Biſhop of the Bo- 
bemian and Moravian Brethren at the Synod of 
Liſſa in Poland, in the Year 1699. He was Head 
> Chaplain and Eccleſiaſtical Counſellor to the King 
of Pruſſia, and died but in this preſent Year 1741. 
The Churches of the United Brethren in Poland, 
did as it were fix their Seat at Liſa and the Places 
round about, whence it happen'd, that the Synods 
of thoſe Times were always held at Liſa. There 
likewiſe Chriſtianus Sitkovius was appointed Elder 
and Biſhop of the Brethren, who is alſo alive till. 
Beſides theſe two, Fablonsky and Sitkovins, the fol- 
lowing were conſecrated Biſhops in our Times, 
N ü David 
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David Nitſchman, Lewis d Zinzendorf, Godfrey Po- 
fcarp Muller, and Fohn Nitſchman : Thus has the 
Divine Providence preſerv'd the Apoſtolical Suc- 
ceſſion of Biſhops among the United Brethren down 
to our Ape. | 

Theſe more ancient Particulars relating to the 
Brethren of the Unity till Comenius's Time, cannot 
be unknown, ſince not only John Laſcitius, a Po- 
iiſo Knight, has written a long Hiſtory of the Bobe- 
mian Brethren, but alſo Regenvolſcius in his Chrono- 
logical Hiſtory of all the Sclavonian Churches, and 


Ames Comenius Biſhop of the Brethren, in his Hiſto- 


ry of the Bohemian and Moravian Brethren, have 


clearly and accurately recorded what we have here 


related, and what belongs to this Subject. 

That a pretty large Number of the Brethren lay 
hid in Bohemia and Moravia, Comenius himſelf, 
the Grandfather of Fablonsky junior by the Mo- 
ther*s Side, teſtifies, who wrote a Catechiſm to the 


Brethren diſpers'd throughout Europe, and eſpeci- 


ally lying hid in Bohemia and Moravia ; two Copies 
of which are ſtill extant and kept, one in the Ar- 


chives of the Elector of Saxony, the other in the 


Congregation of Theophylaf?, commonly call'd 
Herrnhuth. Now by what Means theſe diſpers*d 
People, who were preſerv'd in ſo miraculous a 
Manner, were again gather'd together by God, and 
the Moravian Church of the Brethren reſtor'd, we 
will in the next Place ſee. ; 
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CHAP. VIII. 


07 the Preſent State of the Church of tbe Moravian 
United Brethren, namely from the Year 1722 10 
the Year 1741; and therein f the Revival of 
the United Brethren, 


N the Year 1715, which was the three-hun- 

dredth after the Martyrdom of H, God raid 
up a Man call'd Reulſchel, an old diſbanded Soldier 
out of the Imperial Army, who coming into a 
Town of Moravia call'd Seelen, happen'd into free 
Converſation with two Tradeſmen there, and de- 
clared unto them the Evangelical Truth concerning 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe good Men, Neuſfers 


by Name, were ſo moved and tired up thereby, 


that they took up a firm Reſolution to ſeek their 
own Salvation with all Earneſtneſs. 

About the ſame Time a certain other Moravian, 
one Chriſtian David, a Roman-Catholick, deſcended 


from the ancient Waldenſes in Moravia, who had 


more than once travell'd up and down Europe, that 
he might impiove himſelf in his Trade, which was 
chat of a Carpenter, and might alſo have an Op- 
portunity to come at the Knowledge of the pure 
Doctrine; this Man at Berlin embraced the Pro- 
teſtant· Lutheran Religion. After that, he took a 
Journey to Gorlitx in Luſatia, where by Means of 


a certain Miniſter of God's Word, he got an In- 


ſight into the miſerable State of his Soul, and be- 
ing rouſed out of ſpiritual Slumber, anxiouſly be- 
gan to ſeek for Salvation. At length, being in- 
flamed with a Divine Zeal, he reſolv'd to return in- 
to his own Country, in order to inform his Coun- 
try-men, who he believ*d wanted Inſtruction and 
Coniolation, about the true Way to Salvation. In 
this firſt Viſit, . ſpeaking with thoſe two Neufſers, 
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who have been already mentioned, he exceedingly 
confirmed them in Divine Knowledge, and in the 


burning Deſire they had of Salvation: And they 
earneſtly requeſted of him, to look out ſome San- 


ctuary or Place of Refuge for them to go to, where 


they might ſerve God treely, and purſue the Salva- 
tion of their Souls. 

Chriſtian David on his Return from his own 9 
try to Saxony, being informed by the Paſtor of the 


Church of Berthelsderf, that the Thing which he 


deſired, might be obtained of the moſt illuſtrious 
Count Zinzendorf, Aulic Counſellor of State to the 
King of Poland and Elector of Saxony, ſought Ac- 
ceſs to the Count, and got it; and requeſted of 
him, in behalf of certain Moravians his Country- 
men, honeſt People, who in their own Country durſt 
not profeſs and exerciſe that Truth and Godlineſs, 
which they loved in their Hearts, that he would re- 
ceive them within his Eftate and Protection. 

The Count, glad of this Opportunity to enter- 
tain and help the Afflicted, promiſed them all poſſi- 
ble Affiſtance : : Upon hearing whereof, thoſe two 
Men the Neuſſers, went out of their own Country 
of Moravia, leaving their Goods behind them, and 
came to Berthelsdorf, a Mannor of the Count's, on 
the 12th Day of June 1722; juſt a hundred Years 
after the Baniſhing of the Bohemian and Moravian 
Proteſtants out of their Country began. 

Our Newſſers had ſtill three 2 in Moravia, 
who, for not being able to give the Magiſtrate an 
Account why their Brothers went away, were put 
in Priſon; but being after ſome Time ſet at Liber- 
ty, they likewiſe followed the Example of the firſt, 
and departed, leaving Houſes and Goods. 

Theſe five Families of the Neuſſers being now 
Exiles in Luſatia, choſe for themſelves a particular 
Spot of Ground to ſettle upon, which under the 
om of the moſt innen Count — 

they 
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they began in the Year 1723 to inhabit, This was 
the Beginning of the Village of Theophylat?, or 
Herrnhuth, which lies in Upper Luſatia near Læbavia, 
upon the King's High Road. 

The ſame Year Chriſtian David coming to know, 
that a good many of the ancient Brethren lived in 
the Neighbourhood of Filneck, went again into 


Moravia, and as ſoon as he came there, began to 


preach the Goſpel publickly ; which he did with 
ſuch Succeſs, that a ſurprizing Multitude of People 
from all the Places and Villages round about, flock'd 
together, eſpecially thoſe that were deſcended from 
the old Moravian Brethren, a great many of whom 
being ſtirred up by the Divine Grace, made an open 


1 Profeſſion of that heavenly Truth, which they had 
hitherto kept ſecret within their own Breaſts, with 


a firm Intention to ſhed the laſt Drop of their Blood 


7 for the Faith of their Anceſtors, 


The Enemy left no Stone unturn'd, to quench 


© this divine Spark in its Birth; and ſo all the pub- 
lic Prifons were on a ſudden filPd with theſe new 
Combatants and Witneſſes of the Truth: But thoſe 
of them who were ſteadieſt in their Reſolution, con- 


- tended ſtrongly for the Cauſe of God, and ſuffered 


all Things, till at length being releaſed from their 
Confinement and let go, they began to conſult a- 
bout leaving the Country. Their Deſign at firſt was 


<> 
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to go to Liſa, the ancient Sheltring- place of their 
Countrymen, and on the Way to pals thro' Herry- 
Hutb, and ſee Chriſtian David, whom they look'd 
upon as their Apoſtle. | 


In the Year 1724, on the 12th Day of May, 


was the Foundation of the Orphan-Houſe at Herrn- 


buth laid ; on which Day, the firit five Moravian 


- Brethren whom Germany had ſeen for two Centu- 
tries, arriv'd there, altogether worthy to be parti- 
2 cuarly mention'd. They were | 


E 2 David 
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David Nitschman, who was afterwards appointed 
Biſhop of the Brethren. 

Another David Nitschman, who returning again 
into his own Country, was thrown into Priſon, 
where he died a Martyr. bes 
A third David Nitschman, afterwards Count Zin- 
zend fis Secretary, now a Paſtor of the Church, and 
NMiln nary in Ceylon an Iſland of Alia. 

Melchior Zeisberger, afterwards ordained Elder 
of the Brethren in Holland. 

' Fobn Teltſchig, afterwards made Ruler of - the a 
Church in Georgia in America. 

Theſe Perſons, who immediately reſolved to a- 
bide at Herrabuth, were properly the firſt who 
compos'd a Church of the United Brethren, deno- 
minated from Moravia and Herrnbuthb. For as to 
the Neuſſers, they could without Difficulty be join'd 
to the Lulberan Liturgy, which is eſtabliſh*d*1i 
thoſe Parts, as being only Strangers lately convert- 
ed. But with thoſe who afterwards came to Herrn- 
hath, the Caſe was much different. They were the 
Remains of the ancient United Brethren of Bohe- 
mia and Moravia, who conceiv'd Hopes, that they 
ſhould readily be harboured by the Lulheran Church, 
and among them freely and ſafely enjoy the Privi- 
leges of their own Church. And this was the 
Thing they ſought for, being 1 in other Reſpects ve- 
ry yielding and "reachable, but moſt tenacious of 
their Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline and Liberty of Conſci- 
ence ; inſomuch that if theſe were taken away, they 
were preparcd to relinquiſh the new Settlement they 
had pitch*d upon at Herrnhuth. | 

Thoſe Towns of Moravia, Fulneck, Kunewald, 
and Zauchtendahl, the Hiding-places and Recepta- 
cles as it were of the United Brethren during their 
Oppreſſion, are the chief Places, from whence the 
Brethren came forth, who compoſe the preſent Uni- 


ted Brotherhood. There were — and thence 
8 iſſued 
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ilſued forth, thoſe moſt worthy, and even in the 
old Unity famous, Families of the Brethren, namely 
the Nitschmans, the Schindlers, the Lindners, the 
Schneiders, the Zeisbergers, the Tills, the Jaſchks, 
the Schmids, the Graſmans, the Stachs, the Mebers, 
the Tallſchigs, the Demuths, the Haberlands, and 


others, whoſe Names are very dear among us. 


It would take up much Time to relate particular- 


ly, how this reviving Church of the Moravian Bre- 


thren was increaſed for the ſeventeen Years follow- 
ing, during which Chriſtian David has vilited his 
own Country Moravia ten Times, always with the 
utmoſt Hazard of his Life, and has been the Occa- 
ſion of the Departure of many of his Countrymen 
out of their Bondage both of Spirit and Body. 

It is with Humility and Gratitude of Heart, that 


we reflect, how God has been pleas'd, by indeed a 


wonderful Grace, to gather together and preſerve 
theſe oppreſſed Remains of the United Brotherhood. 
When the Number of Comers increas'd, there did 
indeed by the Subtilty of the Enemy Diſſentions a- 
riſe, concerning the Grace of God, concerning Re- 


| Probation, concerning the Lord's Supper, and o- 


ther Points; but the Count Zinzendor, for the com- 
poſing of them, having procured a Conference of 
three Days, not excepting alſo the greater Part of 
the Nights, he obtain*d his Aim. They underſtood 
each other, bore with, and lov'd one another, and 
with unanimous Conſent embrac'd the Goſpel-Truth 
deliver*d in the Word of God, and declar'd in the 
Auguſtan Confeſſion, 

But the Multitude of the Moraviaus who came 


into TLuſatia, and the Oppreſſion thoſe met with 


who had formed any Deſign of departing, were 
the Cauſe and Occaſion of the Count's undertaking 
a moſt dangerous Journey into Moravia, He was 
alarm'd in his Mind at the Bohemians leaving their 
Country 1n pretty large Numbers and often, as they 
ER +: | | then 
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then did, and this diſpleas'd him and gave him 
ther, leſt the Exile of his Moravians ſhould 
raiſe ſome Diſturbance, and involve him in Trou- 
ble; which he was willing the more carefully to a- 
void, as he utterly abhorr'd Commotions upon 2 
Religious Account, which at that Time were but 
too frequent. Therefore that he might prevent 
this Evil, and provide for his own Safety, unknown 


to all, even his very Counteſs, he on a ſudden went 


away into Morgvia, in order to treat with the Car- 
dinal of Schrattenbach, Prince and Biſhop of Oimuz, 
formerly Vice-roy of Naples, about this Affair. 
The Cardinal receiv'd him very courteoufly ; and 
the Cardinal's Brother, the Count of Schraitenbach, 
Miniſter of State to the Emperor, happening by 
Chance to be ' preſent, Zinzendorf ingenuouſly de- 
elar'd to him alſo the Occaſion of his Journey, to 
wit, the Concern he was in, both on Account of 
the Removal of fo many of the Moravians, and 
for the great Severities exercis*d towards thoſe who 
fill remain'd in their own Country, ſome of whom 
were at that very Time detain'd in Priſon ; and ſe- 
riouſly repreſented to him, on the one Hand, that 
he would ufe all poſſible Endeavours to prevent any 
Commotion or Sedition, and on the other, that it 
was altogether unbecoming to affſict innocent Peo- 
ple in ſuch a Manner, ſince Natural Equity requir- 


ed, that honeſt Men, who aimed at nothing but the 


Salvation of their Souls, and voluntarily leß their 
Goods, fhould have free Permiſſion to go away. 
His Lordſhip of Schrattenbach, admiring the Can- 
dor and Zeal of the Count, ingenuoufly anſwer'd, 
That as to thoſe wha were confin*d, Care ſhould 


be taken concerning them, altho* that Matter 
Was the Political Magiſtrate*s Concern, and nos 


* the Biſhop's, who did impriſon none, not even 
* in the Cauſe of Religion. And as to the Depar- 
e ture of the Arava Brethren, he W's con- 
2 . fſeſsd 
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© feſsd, that it was of an innocent Sort, and might 
« without Difficulty be allow'd of, and that the Im- 
« perial Court itſelf did by no Means confound this 
« yoluntary Emigration, with the other Stirrings 
c which had ſometimes happen'd in the Emperor's 
„ Hereditary Dominions ; yea that It was ſecretly 
& glad, thus by Degrees and without Tumult to 
* oet rid of thoſe Moravian Brethren : That there- 
c fore the ſaid Court would hinder none, who of 
ce his own Accord ſhould be diſpos'd to this, but 
ce that It would not ſhew the ſame Connivance to- 


AQ 


'< wards thoſe, who having once gone away from 


% their Country, return'd again, ſet up Preachings 
« and Meetings, and were the Means of drawing 
* others, who would not otherwiſe have done it, 
< to leave their Country”. Both Parties quickly 
came to an Agreement: And firſt Count Zinzeg- 
dor, rejoic'd at this Declaration of the Indulgence 
of the Court of Vienna towards the Brethren, pro- 
miſed, *© That he would not only no Ways encou- 
« rage or aſſiſt thoſe Preachers, but would alſo, as 
% much as Jay in him, reſtrain their Fervor, and 
% as to thoſe who would not hearken to his Advice, 
« he would leave them to take the Conſequences”. 

The Count, after his proſperous Return into Lu- 
fatia, faithfully perform'd all that he had promisꝰd 
to the Cardinal and his Brother; and ſhewed that 
Rigour towards the Moraviaus, as to receive none 
of them into his Lands, but ſuch who could give 
an Account of their Removal. And from that 
Time, he began to withdraw himſelf from them, 
with an Intention not to mingle. himſelf with their 
Affairs, unleſs upon the moſt urgent Neceſſity. 
And thus he behav'd himſelf for a long Seaſon, 
till by Degrees, and by a Series of Occaſions and 
Things, he became ſo involved in the Concerns of 


the Moravian Church, that he could no longer de- 


Cline or keep off from them, 
The 
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The Beginning of this cloſer . Conjunction hap- 
pen'd in the Time of Eaſter, in the. Year 1727. 
The Paſtor of the Church of Bertbelsdorf, a Man 
of great Probity, had taken in Hand, in the Ab- 
ſence of the Count, to reduce the Moravian Bre- 
thren to the Laws of the Lutheran-Proteſtant Li- 
turgy or Church-order, and to ſubject them in all 
Things to himſelf. Hence aroſe great Contentions; 
which obliged the Count to haſten from Dreſden to 
Herrnbusb, in order to compoſe the Matter friend- 
Iy. But the Caſe was come to that Paſs with the 
Brethren, thro' the unſeaſonable Zeal of the Mini- 
ſter of the Church, that they left the Pariſh-Church, 
and abſented themſelves from the Lord's Supper, 
ferioully declaring, „that they had no Intention to 
% forſake the antient Diſcipline of their own 
Church, and therefore that they earneſtly de- 
« fir*d either full Liberty of Conſcience, or Leave 
to depart”. | 
Count Zinzendorf, the better to put a Stop to 
this Evil of Diſcord and Separation, which gain'd 
Ground every Day, deſir'd Leave of the King of 
Poland to go to his own Eſtate, deſigning to reſide 
ſome Time at Herrnhath, As the Paſtor of Ber- 
thelsdorf was not willing to lend a helping Hand to- 
wards repairing the Breach, and would not depart 
a: Jot from the Right which he pretended to; the 
Count, to make all eaſy, there being no other Way 
left, made an Agreement to this Effect, namely, 
That the Brethren, in Reſpect of publick Wor- 
% {hip and the Sacraments, ſhould uſe the Mini- 
e ſtry of the Paſtor, but with Regard to the ſpecial 
% Care of Souls, and Diſcipline, they ſhould be 
<« at their ow] Liberty“. | 
\ Firſt of all therefore the Count, that he might 
get a Knowledge of the Matters which were in De- 
bate, ordered all the Inhabitants of Herrnbutb to 
be call'd together on the 12th Day of May; to 
whom, 
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whom, amongſt other Things, he clearly and di- 


ſtinctly explain d the Nature and Plan of Religion - 


and the Apoſtolical Church, and' alſo the chief 
Heads of Chriſtian Doctrine, eſnecially the Article 


of free Remiſſion of Sins and Juſtification by the 
Blood of Chriſt. To all which the Brethren with- 


out any Difficulty aſſented, only reſerving this one 


Thing to themſelves, the fame full Liberty of Con- 


ſcience as to Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, which their An- 
ceſtors in the old Unity of the Brethren had enjoy*d 
and which the Count did neither judge 1t material 
to refuſe them, nor could by any Means do it with 


good Effect. He could not, becauſe our Moravians 


in this Particular were Wen and altogether 


inflexible: For as often as the Count, who from 


the Beginning was ſincerely deſirous to join them 
not only to the Lutheran Religion, but allo to that 
Liturgy or Church-order, I fay, as often as he pro- 
poſed this Matter to them, ſo often did they de- 
fire Leave to depart; and it is certain, if the Count 
had not given Way in the Affair of Diſcipline, 
they would have become the moſt obſtinate Sepa- 
ratiſts. It was Neceſſity therefore oblig'd the 
Count. Likewiſe many good Men and of great 
Experience, not only of the Moravians, but alſo of 
the Lutherans, repreſented to the Co! ant, that if he 


would reduce the Moravian to the Lutheran Litur- 


gy, he would not only effect nothing, but would 
- 4ifo inflame them the more. Nay, 2 certain Lu- 
theran Divine of no ſmall Repute, aſk'd the Count, 
* Whether, when the Divine Providence had reſ- 
e cued the Moraviens from one Yoke, he durſt find 
« in his Heart to lay another upon them; and whe- 
* ther he could with a ſafe Conſcience deprive 
« them of their Holy Diſcipline, and their Li- 
t berty of Conſcience” ? But the Count has ſince 
karn'd by many . that the Retainipg of the 
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ancient Diſcipline of the Moravians, was from a 
Hand of Divine Providence. 

The Count therefore promis'd, that for the fu- 
ture he would © preſerve the Form and Diſcipline 
ce of their Church, yet fo that they ſhould adhere 
ec to the Lutheran Doctrine“. 

God gave a manifeſt Teſtimony of his approving 
this ſalutary Agreement. For on the 13th Day of 
Auguſt, in the tame Year 1727, when the Brethren 
celebrated the Holy Communion, all the Members 
of this Flock in general, were touched in a ſingu- 
lar Manner by the Efficacy of the Word of Re- 
conciliation thro? the Blood of Chriſt, and were ſo 
convinced and affected, that their Hearts were ſet 
on Fire with new Faith and new Love towards the 
Saviour, and likewiſe with burning Love towards 
one another; which mov'd them ſo far, that of 
their own Accord they embraced one another with 
Tears, and grew together into an Holy Union a- 
mong themſelves, ſo raiſing again as it were out of 
its Aſhes, that ancient Unity of the Moravian Bre- 
thren; and that, which is remarkable, juſt on the 
hundredth Year after the Emperor's Proclamation 
came forth, that all who would not embrace the Ro- 
man- Catholic Religion, within ſix Months Time 
ſhould depart out of the Kingdom of Bohemia 
and Moravia. : #3 


Thus this ſmall Flock, again gathered together 
and re- united in a ſtrange Land, compoſed a ſin- 
gular little Church, and endowed with ſingular 
Grace. 

From which Time, the Doctrine of free Re- 
demption, Juſtification, and Salvation thro' the 
Blood of Chriſt, is held in ſo great Eſtimation by 
them, that it is almoſt the only Topick inſiſted up- 
on in their Preaching. | | 

| Now 
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Now Count Zinzenderf being by this Tie knit 
to the Moravian Brethren, began more carefully to 
ſearch into the Hiſtory and Eccleſiaſtical Affairs of 
the ancient Bohemian and Moravian Brethren 3 on 
which Occaſion, he read over the Hiſtory of the 
Bohemian and Moravian Brethren, wrote by their 
Biſhop FJ. A. Comenius, a Man very eminent for 
Piety and Learning; which Dr. Buddeus a cele- 
brats 0 Divine of Jena, took Care to have reprinted, 
preixing an elegant Preface, in which among o- 
ther Things, he complains of the Proteſtants, 
« That they had not introduced amongſt them- 
e ſelves, the wiſe Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, and ex- 
« cellent Practices of the Bohemian and Moravian 
% Brethren, which yer for two full Centuries paſt 
e they had been beiiowing all Prailes upon“. 

This Doctor Bauddeus having a great Character 
at that Time as a Divine, Count Zinzendorf culti- 
vated a fami iar Acquaintance with him; and alſo 
aſked him to give his Opinion, „Whether the 
« Moravian Brethren might keep and retain the 
« KEccleſiaſtical Diſcipline of the Antient Unity, in 
the midft of that Proteſtant Profeſſion which 
„ prevailed in this Country ? ** To which this Di- 
vine anſwer'd, © That he not only ſaw no Difficul- 
<« ty therein, but alſo congratulated the Count up- 
on this happy Event, and gave him many Thanks 
* that he had been pleas'd to conſult him about 
<« this Matter“. 

The next Year, 1728, Letters came to Herrnhuth 
directed to the Elders and Rulers of the Brethren, 
ſubſcribed by a hundred and two Maſters, Candi- 
dates and Students of Divinity in the ſame Univer- 
ſity; in which they carneſtly requeſted of them, 
* not to relinquiſh their wholeſome Diſcipline and 
« excellent Cuſtoms, foraſmuch as by the Obſer- 
vation and Preſervation of theſe, they might 
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rove the Salt of that Church, to which the Di- 
& vine Providence had brought them”, 

But the Church of the Brethren ſtood in Need 
of a Teſtimony of flill greater Weight, which al- 
ſo ſome Time after ſhe procured, to wit in the 

Tear 1733, and this was from the Mirtemberg Di- 
vines, whom ſhe therefore had conſulted upon this 

| Afir, becauſe the Divines of Saxony, by reaſon of 

i the Difference between thoſe of Mittenberg and Halle, 
.refrain'd meddling with ſuch Queſtions, Now the 
Form of the Queſtion was, Whether the Mora- 
* van Church of Herrnbuth, ſuppoſing it conſent- 
* ed to the Doctrine of the Auguſtan Confeſſion, 
% might retain and exerciſe its own ancient Church- 
“ Diſcipline, even in the midſt of the Lutberans 
* among whom they lived ??? The Faculty of Di- 
vines at 7 ubingen return'd an Anſwer in Form, and 
by very ſtrong Arguments decided the Queſtion in ö 
the Affirmative. N 

That there might be nothing to object from any 
Quarter, it was thought proper to conſult yet ano- 
ther College of Divines, and to aſk their Judgment 
of this Matter, to wit, the Conſiſtory of Straelſund, 
which not long before had been appointed by the 
moſt Glorious King of Sweden, and the Senate of 
the Realm, Moderator to the Divines of Grypfwald, 
In the Year 1724 the Count himſelf went to 
Strael/und, where he preach'd five Times, and was 
ſtrictly examin*d bythe Divines, to whom, that they 
might thoroughly be apprized of the whole Mat- 
ter, he gave the moſt faithful Account of all Things 
from the Beginning, which concern'd himſelf and 
the Hecrrnbuth Plan. The Divines of Straelſund in 
71 Reſpects approv'd the Judgment of thoſe of 2 · 

ingen. 

All which Things the Count likewiſe communi- 
eatcd to the General Superintendent of Saxom, Dr. 

Frneſt Fel. Leſcocr, formerly a very noted Divine 
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of Wittenberg, who alſo added his Suffrage to the 
Opinion of thoſe that went before. 


The Reports alſo of the two Committees, which 


the Court of Dreſden, at the Sollicitation of the 
Court of Vienna, order'd to make Enquiry into the 
Church of Theophyla# or Herrnhuth, do acknow- 


ledge and acquieſce in the aforeſaid Tubingen An- 


ſwer. Likewiſe on the ſame Grounds, thoſe lead- 
ing Divines of Brandenburg, Jablonsky and Reinbeck, 
whom the King of Pruſſia had enjoin'd to examine 
the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church of Herrn- 
huth, pronounced very well concerning it. 

But it was expedient, that all Appearance of a 
New Sect, which a ſingular and from others diffe- 
rent Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, might ſeem to carry, 
ſhould be removed. For this End, the Rulers, 
Elders, and principal Members of the United Bre- 
 thren, in the Year 1729, in Preſence of an Advo- 

cate and Notary. Public ſent by the King of Po- 
land and Elector of Saxony, deliver*d a folemn De- 
claration, wherein they gave an Account of that 

Faith and Diſcipline, which the Brethren do hold 
and will hold; which was ſubſcribed by the ſaid 
Members of the Church, likewiſe by the Paſtor of 
.Berthelsdorf, and laſtly by Count Zinzendorf him- 
ſelf. : 


Yet becauſe there were not wanting ſome who 


brought various Accuſations againſt the Brethren, 


to the King and the Court of Saxony; King Au- 
guſtus II. in the Year 1732, gave Orders for a Pub- 
lick Examination of their Doctrine and Diſcipline, 
by a Committee of Inquiſitors appointed by him- 
ſelf. Theſe approv'd and ratified every Thing, 
both which concerned the Doctrine, and the Cu- 
ſtoms and Practices of the Brethren, as © agreeing 
with the Rule of God's Word, and the Uſage 
of the primitive Church”, This being made 
appear, the King very graciouſly confirm'd to the 
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Brethren that Liberty and Protection, which he had 
already granted them in his Kingdom. 

The ſame Favour the preſent King, Auguſtus I.. 
has ſhewn them, and that by two Publick Edicts; 
in the former of which, commencing from the 
Year 1733, he granted them Toleration, but in 
the la: ter, of the Year 1737, full Libercy as to their 
Diſcipline. 

In the midſt of all this, the King, induced by 
the frequent Sollicitations of the Imperial Court, 
iſſued out a Publick Mandate in the Year 1733, 
wherein all his Subjects were abſolutely forbid, to 
receive any of thoſe who ſhould come forth out of 
the Emperor's Dominions. An Order altogether 
reaſonable, being founded upon the ancient Con- 
tracts between the Kings of Bohemia and the Mar- 
graves of Luſatia; and which the Brethren did by 
no means retuſe to obey. In the mean Time this 
very Thing, beſides others, gave them Occaſion to 
ſeparate the Flock, and to ſeek out other Places of 
Abode, where they might enjoy ſtill greater Liber- 
ty, and take in whom they pleas'd, but eſpecially 
their own Brethren coming forth from Moravia 
and Bohemia, into their Brotherhood. Which has 
given Riſe to thoſe Settlements and little Churches, 

which have ſince that Time been planted in Hol- 
ſtein, the Netherlands, and the Wettcrar. 

But the Herrnbuth Moravian Brethren themſelves 
being deſirous to be certified of the Truth of the 
ancient Church and Unity of their Foretathers, 
ſome of them coming into England, did wait on 
the very celebrated Profeſſor at that Time of Divi- 
nity and Church-Hiſtory in the Univerſity of Ox- 
ford, Dr. Fohn Potter, now Archbiſhop of Canter- 
vury and Primate of all England; who receiv*d them 
very courteouſly, and our of the moſt ancient Hi- 
ſtorical Records, gave them ſufficient Satisfaction 
concerning the Truth, Antiquity, and Form of the 


Church 
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Church or Unity of the Bohemian and Moravian 


Bretbren, and alſo concerning the Eccleſiaſtical Dif 


_ cipline, and the regular Epiſcopal Succeſſion amongſt | 
them. 
In the mean while Count Zinzendorf, that he 
might the more freely purſue the Divine Work in 
which he was engaged, laid down his Poſt that he 
was in, of Aulic Counſellor of State, in order con- 
ſtantly to attend on divine Functions among his 
Moravian Brethren. And after he had wholly de- 
voted himſelf to the ſacred Miniſtry, in the Year 
1734, he publiſh'd a Writing at Tubingen, wherein 
he publickly gave an Account of his Conduct and 
Intention. 

But he had been accuſed to the moſt Auguſt King 
of Scveden; upon which Account, at Ralisbon, he wrote 
a Letter to his ſacred Swediſh Majeſty, which is 
now printed, wherein he both ſhewed his own Inno- 
cence, and the Agreement of his and the Brethren's 
Faith with the Auguſtan Confeſſion, which Confeſ- 
fon, with Obſervations thereon, is inſerted. 

When the State of the ſeveral Miſſions into the 
Weſt-Indies and America, was ſuch, as to require a 
Biſhop among the Brethren of thoſe Places, ſuch 
whom the Kings and ſupreme Governors of the ſe- 
veral Dominions where the Brethren ſojourned, 
would approve as lawful; David Nitschman was or- 
dain'd Biſhop of the Moravian Unity, by thoſe El- 
ders and Biſhops of the ancient Unity of the Bre- 
thren, Jablonsky and Sitkovius, in the Year 1734. 

The next Year the King of Poland, being tired 
out with the Accuſations of Il-Wiſhers, and willing 
to ſearch out the Truth, commanded the Inquiſito- 
ry Examination made in the Year 1732 to be re- 
peated, but appointing new Inquiſitors, to wit, one 
of the Lieutenants of the Provinces, together with 
a certain Chamberlain of his Court, and two Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Counſellors, among whom was the Su- 
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perintendent General of Saxony, Dr. Laſcher, a Di- 
vine of very great Note. Theſe Perſons, after 
having made a rigid Examination, ratify'd and con- 
firm'd all that the former Inquiſitors had approv'd; 
publickly confeſſing the Purity of Doctrine, the 
e wiſe Order, the Apoſtolical Diſcipline, and laſtly 
e the Innocence of the Brethren, and promiſing a 
« Continuance of the King's Clemency and Pro- 
« tection, which indeed the Church at Herrnhuth 


does to this Day enjoy. Memorable was the Teſti- 


mony, which after his Return from the Herrnburth 
Journey, the afore-mention*d Dr. Laſcher publick- 


ly gave from the Pulpit, concerning the Church at 


Herrnhuth ;, profeſſing, That he had lately viſited 
a little Flock of Chriſt, adorned with ſuch Sim 
% plicity and Purity of Faith, and Brightneſs of 
* Piety, as he had neither ſeen before amongſt 
* Chriſtians, nor had ever imagin'd he ſhould ſec“. 
But Biſhop Nzz/chman being deſign'd for that 
Part of God's Vineyard which is in America, and 
the Churches of the Brethren in Europe having Oc- 
caſion for a Prelate z Count Zinzendorf, who had 
been with unanimous Conſent calPd by the whole 
Unity of the Brethren, was, with the Approbation 
and Forwarding of the moſt Auguſt King of Pruſſia, 
Guardian of the Unity of Bohemian and Moravian 
Brethren throughout Pruſſia and Poland, confecrated 


Biſhop of the Moravian Brethren at Berlin 1737, 


by the Biſhops of the Brotherhood, 7ablonsky and 
Nitschman, Sitkovius in Poland giving his Suffrage, 
The Count had been examin*d, at the Command 
of the King, by two Preſidents of the Lutheran 


Church, Reinbeck and Roloff. His ſacred Pruſſian 


Majeſty congratulated him upon this Dignity by a 
Letter wrote with his own Hand: His Grace the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury likewiſe did the ſame, by 


a very friendly and courteous Letter wrote in Lalin. 


By 
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By means of this Epiſcopal Conſecration, which 
fo great a King had encourag*d, the Authority of 
the Church of the United Brethren was in Germa- 
y publickly acknowledg'd and confirm'd, 

Many Things ſhould here be ſaid, concerning 
the great Increaſe which the Moravian Church ſince 
that Time has receiv'd; but which we refer to a- 
nother Place, and proceed now to take Notige of 
thoſe Diſturbances, which have been rais'd as well 
by certain Divines of both the Proteſtant Profeſſi- 
ons, as by Men of certain Sects. | 

The greateſt Part of the Accuſations are levell'd 
againſt the Count of Zinzendorf himſelf. 

The firſt Thing written againſt him, came out 
at Dreſden in the Year' 1727, the Author name- 
leſs, it was ſuppreſs' d. The ſecond was publiſh'd 
by Charles Regent, a Jeſuit, who was forbid to write 
any farther by the Imperial Court itſelf. The third 
was compos'd by a prime Profeſſor of Divinity in 
the Univerſity of Roftock, being a public Diſputa- 
tion which he afterwards printed. But he had not 
himſelf ſeen the Writings of Zinzendorf, which he 
attack*'d ; which when the Count afterwards ſent 
him, and he had perus'd them, perceiving his Mi- 
ſtake, he ingenuouſly confeſs'd himſelf to blame 
and begg'd Pardon. The fourth was the Perfor- 
mance of a Catechiſt of Zittau, who with Critical 
Animadverſions fell upon a certain Book of Spiri- 
tual Hymns, which the Count had wrote a Preface 
to. The fifth and ſixth came out in the Year 1735 
and 36, but the Court of Dreſden torbid them to 
be ſold. | | | e 

There were two Invectives beſides, one publiſh'd 
under the Name of Dr. Buddeus, the other of Dr. 
John George Sibelhß; the former of whom, when he 

firſt ſaw the Pamphlet in People's Hands, falſely 
bearing his Name, he was fo diſturb'd, that he had 
like to fall in a Swoon; and the latter wrote to the 
7 G Count, 
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Count, to acquaint him that he knew the _ isd 
Author, and that he was a Man of a bad 
Character, 

What Things i 8 who was formerly a 
Member of the Seminary of Students at Fena, and 
for ſundry Offences was ſeverely cenſur'd, has thrown 
out againſt the Count, it is clear to any pious Man, 
that they are to be look'd upon as Satyrs and Li- 
bels. 

Of the ſame Stamp are thoſe Writings which 
are handed about in Holland, againſt the Count and 
the Church of Herrnbutb. The Burgomaſters of 
Amſterdam, in relation to the Paſtoral Letter, which 
ſome Members of the Eccleſiaſtical Council of Am. 
fierdam had wrote, made their Judgment thereof, 
and their Diſpleaſure at it publick, and ordered the 
ſame to be inſerted in the Regiſter of their Court. 
Nay farther, De Briyn, one of the Seniors of the 
faid Eccleſiaſtical Council, earneſtly proteſted againſt 
the Paſtoral Letter, which he ſeconded with a Con- 
futation of the ſame, and this was publiſh'd the 
fame Day that the Letter itſelf was. In fine, the 
Civil Commiſſaries at the Synods, ſolemnly forbid 
the Dutch Divines who were Adverſaries to our 
Church, to meddle any farther about this Affair. 

The firſt Eſſay of a Tranſlation of. the New Teſta- 
ment, which the Count had made in a free Manner, 
and complying with the Genius of the' German 
Language, met with Variety of Oppoſition ; but 
in the firſt Place, this Matter does not affect the 
Church of the Brethren and the Brethren: them- 
ſelves, and next, all Things will be put into a better 
Form in ſubſequent Attempts, and laſtly, the Count 
himſelf by a public Writing has teſtified his Inno- 
cence and good Intention. 

The Piece written by Andrew Grofſius, a leading 
Man among the Separatiſis in Germany, is the only 
one — ſtrikes at our Church itſelf: But this pro- 
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ceeds upon invented and wrong-told Stories, ſuch 
as a perſonal Sight of our Church will diametri- 
cally contradict, The Perſon whom, as leaning a 
little, he had a Mind to keep off from our Church, 
was by this very Means brought to it. But all the 
Objections which take their Riſe from the Preju- 
dices of Separatiſts, the Count himſelf has confu- 
ted 1 in a Writing on that Subject. | 
No the Reaſon why we, as far as poſſible, de- 

cline Controverſies of this Kind, is this, becauſe 
our Church ſtands open to all, ſhe acts in the Day- 
light, and yields free Room to all Magiſtrates and 
Divines to come near and examine her. 

We hope that ſome of thoſe, who. attack the 
Count and the Moravian Brethren, do it with an 
upright Mind, and theſe: perhaps may be the Rea- 
ſons of it. 
25/7, The very Condition of the co as he is a 
Count, ſeems to many not to be ſo proper for ſa- 
cred Functions; and beſides, the Count himſelf, in 
the Learned World, has been noted rather for Phi- 
loſophy than Divinity. Now becauſe on a ſudden 
and unexpectedly he became a Preacher of the Goſ- 
pel, and a' Miniſter of the Moravian Church, Pec- 
= imagine there is ſome Myſtery at the Bo: tom. 

hich Reaſon, among others, has induced the 
Count now very lately, before his ſecond Voyage 
to America, of his own Accord to hay down _ Of- 
fice of Biſhop. - = | 
2. Phe Count has formerly, in older to win 
them to Chriſt, held a Correſpondence with Secta- 
ries of all Sorts, and behav'd more gently towards 
them, than he would have done towards thoſe who 
with him hold the true Doctrine. From whence 
the common People have concluded, that he ei- 
ther was an Indi fferentiſt, or of the fame Way of 
Thinking with the Sectaries; tho' theſe, and other 
ſuch like Suſpicions and Imputations, fall to the 
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Ground of themſelves, if one does but know the 
Count himſelf or his Writings. 

A great many of theſe Difficulties vaniſh of 
their own Accord, to thoſe who know the Views and 
Wyn of our Church. 

1. Thoſe Members, who are invited by Mini- 
A of Proteſtant Churches, or other good Men, 
for their Aſſiſtance, and for the guiding of Souls, 
willingly ſubmit themſelves to the Ceremonies and 
whole "Eccleſiaſtical Order of the Place, not diſturb- 
ing any Proteſtant Religion, or the State thereof; 
bur rather they ſhut every Door and every Avenue 
of Separatiſm, as being _ * to the Chri- 
{tian Cauſe, 

2. Where our Churches themſelves; being admit- 
ted by the publick Authority of the chief Magi- 
ſtrate, are tolerated, there beſides the pure Doctrine 
of the Goſpel, they peaceably make uſe of, as far 
as they may, their own Rights and the Moravian 
Diſcipline :_ Such little Churches there are at Herrn- 
buth in Luſatia, at Herrnhaag in the County of 
Jenburg-Buding, in the Village of Pilger-rub in 
Holſtein-Royal, in the Village of Herrendyk in the 
County of - 2Jſe/ſtein in the Low Countries, 
3. Thoſe of our People who go to the Heathen 
Nations, in order by the Preaching of the Goſpel 
to bring them to Chriſt, form Churches there, to 
the beit of their Power, according to the Model 
of the Apoſtolical Doctrine and Diſcipline. 

4. The Biſhops, who are in Germany, do now 
thro' the Divine Favour live in the Caſtle of Ma- 
rienborn in the W'etterau, where there is as it were 
a little Domeſtic Church, and a Seminary of Youth 
and Students, Here it is, that the Elders and Ru- 
lers of the Church either dwell, or come together, 
and tranſa& with joint Conſultation all the Affairs 
of all our Churches. 


The 
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The Eccleſiaſtical Form and DISCIPLINE 
of the United Brethren, is as follows. 

1. The General Elder, to whom the Care in 

eneral of all tne Churches is committed, is over 
the whole Church, 

2. The Biſhops, together with ſacred F 2 
have the Protection of the whole Church in Charge. 

3. Beſides the Biſhops, there are likewiſe parti- 
cular Elders of ſingle Communities and Choirs, e- 
very little Church having its own Ruler. 

4. We have moreover publick Paſtors and Teach- 
ers, yea all thoſe Offices which St. Paul makes 
mention of, 1 Cor. 12. 

Our Church 18 divided into that of the Males, 
and that of the Females. 

The Reaſons of this Diviſion are, 

(1.) Becauſe Converſation between different Sears 
ought very much to be avoided and guarded againſt, 
leſt Nature, which may eaſily Wh ſhould * 
poſed to Temptation. 

(2.) Becauſe Women can more freely treat with 
Women about the State of their Souls and their 
Salvation. 

(s3.) Becauſe in the Diſcipline of a Church ſeve- 
ral Matters occur, which Men can more perfectly 
give Inſtructions in to Men, and Women to Wo- 
men. And 

(4) Becauſe the Apoſtolical Practice of, che Pri- 
mitive Church confirms this Diviſion by its Teſti- 
mony, mention being made of Female Elders, 
Deaconeſſes, Sc. 

Each Church, that of the Males and of the Fe- 
males, is ſubdivided into its Choirs the a in- 
to the Choir, 

1. Of the Wannen 
2. Of the Married Men. 3 
Of the Batchelors and young Men. 
4 Of the Boys. | | 
I 5. Of 
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.. Of the Male Children, 
The latter in like manner into the Choir, 
1 Of the Widows. | 
2. Of the Married — 
3 Of the young Women. 
Of che Girls 
3. Of the Children. 

Every Choir both of the Males ju — 
| has its own Elder or Eldreſs. But the ſeveral Choirs 
are again divided 

I. Into Claſſes. 

5 2. Into Bandes 8 # 
A Claſs is a larger Company of Members coming ; 
together once a Weck, that the Souls may be 
more cloſely endeared to each other, and that all 
Impediments may be removed. It is concluded 

with Admonition. 

A Band is a ſmaller Company of Members, 
meeting together twice or thrice a Week, that the 
State and Condition of the Souls may be fearch*d 
out, and every one of them may be ſuitably led in 
the Way of Salvation. It is concluded with a 81555 
of Quickening and with Prayer. 

Each Claſs, and each Band, has a Ditector or 
Directres to govern * a as is e for its Sex and 
Condition. 

We have moreover 9 * thoſe both ge- 
neral and ſpecial, for this End, that the ſeveral 
Members may know one another more intimately, 
and continually ſtir up- one another, 
Foraſmuch as Perſons of different Religions and 
Sects frequently come to us, it has been our Cu- 
ſtom to kcep likewiſe a Conference for thoſe that 
are without, who do not belong to our Church; 
in which there is Leave to utter, whatever Doubts 
there may be againſt us and our Church. For if 
there be any who defire to converſe familiarly with 


18 let them be of what Religion or Scct they will, 
we 
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we behave ſo towards them, as ſimply and honeſtly 
to bring them to Jeſus Chriſt, Otherwiſe, we think 
It a horrible Opinion to believe, that Salvation can 
be obtained in every Religion and Profeſſion, ſo 
one does but lead a good moral Life. There is no 
Salvation but in Jeſus Chriſt, nor any other Means 
of obtaining it, but true Faith in the Saviour 5 

For the letting in order outward and Temporal 
Things, there are Deacons or Servants; of whom 
we have two Sorts. Some are appointed by the El- 
ders, whoſe Charge it is, to take Care of the De- 
crepit, the Widows and Orphans, and to ſee to the 
collecting and diſtributing of Alms, the viſiling and 
helping of the Sick, the  Publick Meetings, and al- 
ſo the Accommodation and ordering the Houſhold 
Concerns of thoſe, who are defirous to abide and 
dwell with us. There are alſo others, who offer 
_ themſelves to do ſuch Kind of Offices, not unlike 

the Houſe of Stephanas which St. Paul ſpeaks of, 
(1 Cor. xvi. 15.) and whom Nature ſeems to have 
deſtined for ſuch Employments. 

There are in our Church a certain Sort of Cenſors, 
who are narrowly to obſerve the Manners, the Con- 
ſtitutions, and in ſhort thoſe Things which may be 
committed contrary to Order and Decency. Yet 
that they may not do all according to their 
own Judgment, they exerciſe their Office in Con- 
Junction with another Kind of Officers, whom we 
call Monitors; whoſe Buſineſs it is to ſpeak freely, 
and to correct the Faults that have been committed, 
or give Cautions againſt thoſe which may be fear'd. 
For this End, they get to the Speech of thoſe Per- 
ſons, who are accus'd or ſuſpected of ſomething 
blame-worthy, and lay the Matter plainly before 
them, admonithing and intreating them in a bro- 
therly manner to reform themſelves, and rectify 
what has been done amis, It they do this, it is 


very 


* Compare Article 18 of che Church of England. 
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very well, and no one mentions the Matter any 
more. But if the Admonitions are not receiv'd in 
the manner they ought to be, or the Perſons re- 
prov'd do not amend, it belongs to the Deacons to 
look into the Affair, and to reduce every Thing 
to Order. In the mean while, no one that has be- 
hav'd ill towards the Officers of the Church, is ad- 
mitted to the Lord's Supper. | 

Seven Men, and as many Women, eminent for 

Faith in Chriſt and Skill in Houſhold Affairs, have 
the Care of the Sick, each one on that Day of the 
Week which is aſſign'd him: For as private Per- 
ſons who are in Health, have no Gifts made them, 
but all Money is lent, to be repaid in due Time, 
tho* without Intereſt, by which means the common 
Fund of the Church is kept up, and every one is 
render*d a good Oeconomiſt; ſo all the Sick in ge- 
neral, unleſs they be rich, are nurſed and taken Care 
of gratis. 
Baptiſin is adminiſter'd to all the Children of 
the Church, in the Preſence of all thoſe Members 
who can be there, and that in the ſame Manner 
which is in Uſe among Proteſtants. 

Once a Month, we all partake of the Lord's Sup- 
per publickly together, and the Sick at the ſame 
Time at Home. Juſt before the Adminiſtration 
of this venerable Sacrament, and after the Love- 
feaſts are ended, our Elders are us'd to waſh the 
Brethren's Feet, as likewiſe the Female Elders the 
Feet of the Siſters: Tho' neither is done, except 
* thoſe Places, where the Church enjoys full Li- 

rty. 

On the fourth or fifth Day before the Commu— 
nion, all the Brethren and Siſters in general; who 
are to be Gueſts at the ſacred Supper, are viſited by 
the Elder of their Choir, or Leader of their Band, 
when they are examined about the State of their 


Soul, and obtain Leave to communicate. All Care 
and 
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and Caution ſuitable for ſo ſacred a Matter, is here 
uſed, thoſe Members of the Church, who have 
gone off from their former Purity and Simplicity 
of Heart, being excluded. 

The Marriage of the Memhers of our Church, 
has indeed ſomething ſingular in it, but what is 
highly conducive to the Good of the Church. In 
the Year 1730, the young Women of their own 
Accord and moſt freely agreed among themſelves, 
that they would not marry but with the Authority 
and Approbation of their Eldreſſes, and to ſuch 
Perſons only, who had from the Church a Teſti- 
mony of their Faith and Purity of Mind, 

At the ſame Time the young Men, no Ways 
inform'd of this, of their own moſt free and vo- 
luntary Motion enter'd into the like Compact, that 
only from their Elders Hands they would receive 
Wives who ſhould be chaſte in Mind and Body. The 
Marriage therefore of theſe Members of the Church, 
is undertook by the Authority of the Elders of the 
Church; and the Marriages themſelves become 
means of helping and ſtrengthning the Kingdom, 
of Chriſt. 

The Education of Chilrer is left to the Parents: 
In the mean Time ſome certain Perſons of both 
| Sexes, who are of great Experience, are appointed 
to have an Eye upon the Education of the Chil- 
dren jointly with the Parents, But if Parents, ei- 
ther being burden'd with their Family of Children, 
or hinder*d by the Buſineſs of their Calling, or de- 
ſtitute of the neceſſary Wiſdom, are not able to 
educate their own Children aright ; it is reſolved a- 
mongſt us, that any Parent may give up his Child 
to the Church, to the End that it may be brought 
up in the Fear of the Lord, and learn ſuch Things 
as are ſuitable to its Condition, till it comes to ſuch 
an Age, that it can be helpful in the Family. For 
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then it is reſtor*d to the Parents, without any Mo- 


ney being paid for its Education. | 


We very highly honour, as it becomes us, the 
Civil Magiſtrate. We likewiſe ourſelves have a 
Sort of Bench, made up of Members of our own 
Church, which handle and regulate Civil Matters, 
that all Things may be ended and decided in a bro- 
therly manner, yet without infringing the Right of 
the Chief Magiſtrate, who is not at all injur'd hereby. 

The Lord's Day is ſpent amongſt us in the fol- 


lowing manner. In the Morning we have Public 


Prayers, and a proper Exhortation to the Hearers. 
At nine o' Clock we go to the Pariſh Church; but 
in thoſe Places where there is none ſuch at Hand, 


we perform Divine Service with a public Miniſter 


officiating. At two o' Clock in the Afternoon, a 
Sermon is preach*d to the Catechumens and Stran- 
gers. From four o' Clock till ſeven, we have 1ſt. 
a ſhort Meeting for the Children of one or two 
Years old, who ſing to Muſick Verſes out of our 
Hymn-Book, choſen and propos'd by themſelves ; 


2, a Catechetical Inſtruction for Children of 3 or 4 


Years old; 3, a Catechetical Inſtruction for the Boys 
between four and ſeven Years of Age; 4, a Cateche- 
tical Inſtruction for the Girls of the ſame Age; 5, an 
Exhortatory Diſcourſe to the Boys between ſeven 
and twelve; 6, to the Girls of the fame Age; 7, 
to the Boys between twelve and ſixteen Years old; 
8, to the Girls of the ſame Age; 9, to the Wi- 
dows; 10, to the young Men; 11, to the mar- 
ried Men; 12, to the married Women; 13, to 
the young Women. At eight o' Clock in the E- 


vening, is keld a general Meeting of the Church, 
in which is given a ſerious Exhortation to all the 
People. The Minutes of the Bands and Viſitations, 


which are every Week written down by the Leaders, 

and in which the State and Condition of every Soul 

1s delineated, afford ample Matter to ſpeak upon. 
About 
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About ten o' Clock thoſe Brethren and Siſters 
meet together, to whom it is particularly enjoin'd, 
that they ſhould pray to God for the whole Church 
in general, and Iikewiſe for thoſe who have recom- 
mended themſelves to our Prayers. They are di- 
vided according to the ſeveral Hours, which the 
Day and Night together contain, each ſpending the 
Hour aſſign'd him in Prayer and Supplication ; 
whence among us they are call'd the Hourly Inter- 
ceſſors, Of theſe alſo there are different Claſſes, an- 
ſwering to the different Sexes, Choirs and Ages, 
each of which comprehends at leaſt 24 Perſons. 

Every Month, all thoſe that preſide over the 
Church and ſacred Affairs, come together, when 
there is nothing elſe diſcours'd of, but thoſe Things 
which each has experienc'd in the preceding Inter- 
val, every one pointing out that which he has ob- 
ſerved to have been uſeful and profitable, or what 
he thinks may be fo for the future, 

We have four general Meetings of the Church 
every Day. The firſt at five o' Clock in the Morng 
ing; the ſecond at eight, intended for thoſe who 
cannot attend that in the Morning ; the third about 
Evening, when the Holy Scriptures are read; and 
laſt of all, the fourth juſt before we go to Bed, 
which, except that it is ended with Prayer, is all 
ſpent in Singing, and is therefore call'd the Sing- 
ing-Hour. 

The fifteenth Day after the Holy Communion, 
there is a ſolemn Meeting of the whole Church, in 
which is given a ſuitable Exhortation to the Flock; 
the Letters written to the Church, are read; the 
wonderful Things of God are related; Strangers, 
that deſire it, are receiv'd into the Boſom of the 
Church; young Members who have been receiv'd, 
are confirm'd; Church-Cenſures are denounced, 
and Matters reſolv'd on are declar'd; publick 

( 
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Prayers are made, and Miſſionaries, if there be any, 
are ſent out. 

There are neceſſary Limits ſet in the Government 
of the Church, and more than ordinary Care is ta- 
ken, that thoſe who will be Helpers of the Bre- 
thren's Salvation and Joy, be not Lords over their 
Faith and Conſcience. 

Now the whole Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, ſome 
Part of which we have deſcrib'd, is not burdenſome 
to any of us. For all Perſons regenerate, and juſti- 
fy'd in the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, deſire nothing 
elſe, than to know and experience ſuch Things, 
whereby they may be humbled the more, and be 
freed from all Defilements. Therefore it being their 
Opinion, that all Diſcipline is a Help to this ſalu- 
tary End, they do not look upon It as a Burden, 
but as wholeſome to them. 

After our Diſcipline, let us 333 to our DOC- 
TRINE, and here, we admit of no other, than 
what is clearly and diſtinctly deliver'd in Holy Scrip- 
ture, and bricfly ſumm'd up in the Auguſtan Con- 
feſſion. And if any one deſires a ſhort Compen- 
dium of our Doctrine, he may peruſe the Letter 
which Count Zizzendorf wrote to the moſt Glorious 
King of Sweden, which we have mention*d before, 
and to which our whole Church unanimouſly aſ- 
ſents * 

We preach Jeſus Chriſt, and nothing but Feſus 
Chriſt, 5 him Crucified : For ſince it has pleas'd 
God, to be ſure for good Reaſons, by the Fooliſh- 
nels of Preaching concerning the Croſs, to fave 
thoſe that believe; it is our Opinion, that we can- 
not take a better Courſe, than to follow the ſame 


This Letter, and many other Particulars relating to the 
prefent Moravian Brethren, may be ſeen in a Book entitled, 
Budingiſebe Sammlung einiger in die Kirchen- Hiſlorie einſeblagender 
fonderlich neuerer Schrifſten, the firſt Part of which was pub- 
liſn'd in the Vear 1740, at Budingen, | 

Rule. 
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Rule. Whereſoever therefore we are and dwell, 
we know nothing elſe, but that Croſs, that Paſſion, 

thoſe Wounds, that Blood, finally, that Death of * 
Jefus Chriſt the Son of God, and our Reconcilia- 
tion with God, our Redemption from the Devil, 
Death and Sin, and a divine Deliverance from our 
Miſery, all flowing from his Merit ; a Mark where- 
by we are known throughout the World, and by 
which we ſhall even then be known, when it ſhall 
be our Happineſs to ſee the Sign of the Son of Man. 

To the Doctrine of Chriſt's Merit, we always 
join that of our entire Corruption, which convinces 
us of our Miſery, and drives us to the Croſs of 
Chriſt. For this Cauſe we earneſtly attack that great 
Sin of Unbelief z which, ſeeing that juſt as much 
as it diſtruſts the Saviour, and withdraws itſelf from 
him, ſo much Confidence 1t places in itſelf, and fo 
much it reſts upon its own Works, does therefore 
produce that unhappy Offspring, our own Righte- 
ouſnels. This Selt-Dependance and Self-Righteouſ- 
neſs, the moſt bitter Enemy of the Croſs and Me- 
rits of Chriſt, we ſeverely reprove, not only that 
groſſer Kind of it, which is often found in People 
void of Religion and dead in Sin, but alſo that 
ſubtle Sort, which very frequently infects and pol- 
lutes pious Souls, and ſuch who are ſincerely ſeek- 
ing Salvation, to detect and remove which we ſpare 
no Pains. | | 
As to our Method of preaching Chriſt, it is al- 
together ſimple, and accommodated to all People's 
Capacity; Regard being likewiſe had to the Place, 
Time, and other Circumſtances : So we don't de- 
ſire to have any one drawn away from his own 
Church, or from the Miniſters of the Church, by 
whom he 1s led to Salvation; but we direct our 
Doctrine ſo, that Men may not only not fall into 
Separatiſm, but alſo that ſuch as have fallen into 
| that 
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that Snare, may be freed from it, and be brought 


back into the Boſom of the Church. 


We have now ſeen the Diſcipline and Doctrine 
of the Brethren, and will turn our Eyes to the 
Work they are engag*d in; where we think it 
proper to reſume and purſue the Thread of the Hi- 

ory, which we have this good while broke off. 
We ſtopp'd about the Year 1727; which is me- 
morable upon this Account, that in that Year our 
Moravian-Herruhuth Flock, was join'd together in- 
to a Church and Unity of Brethren, not unlike that 
Ancient one. | | | 
Now from this Time the Brotherhood receiv'd 


daily larger Additions : It is indeed a great Mark 


of the wonderful Favour of God towards this Mo- 
ravian Flock, that it not only has itſelf obtain'd 
its own Salvation in the Blood of Chriſt, but alſo 
has been made a Preacher of this Grace in many 
Nations. | | 

In the Year 1728, many of the Brethren began 
to depart into different Places, in order to tell Man- 
kind of the Grace which we have in the Saviour, 
and to kindle that Divine Fire in others, which 
burn'd in their own Breaſts. 


o 


Among theſe, he who holds the firſt Place is | 


Melchior Nitſchman, Elder of the Church, who 


| firſt of all viſited the Saltaburgers, and afterwards 


enter*d into his own Country Moravia, where he 


preached the Word of Reconciliation and of free 
Grace with ſingular Succeſs, and was the Means 
and Occaſion of many of his Countrymen coming 


to Herrnbuth ſafe and well; but he loſt his own 

Life, being thrown into Priſon by the Adverſaries, 

where he afterwards died a Martyr and Witneſs of 

Jeſus Chriſt. 

There are two Things eſpecially, which render 

the Year 1729 memorable. The firſt is, the De- 
| 2 claration 
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claration of their Doctrine and Diſcipline, which the 


Brethren made before a Publick Notary, and which 
has been already mention*d : The other is the Mar- 


tyrdom of David Nitſchman, who three Years be- 


fore had gone from Herrnbuth into his own Coun- 


try Moravia, and was there ſhut up in Priſon for 
- preaching the Croſs and Blood of Chriſt, where 
towards the End of this Year he ſlept a Martyr in 


the Lord. | | 
In the Year 1730, ſome of the Brethren went 


into England. 


Other Brethren went into Norway, where they 


had a profitable Acquaintance with ſome pious Souls 


in that Country. 5 | 
In the Year 1731, a certain Brother entred into 
Bobemia, and ſpoke with not a few good Souls 


there, but by Reaſon of the ſevere Inquiſition of 


the Papiſts in this Kingdom, he could not ſtay there 


Tong. 


In the fame Year Lindner, an Elder of the Bre- 
thren, returning into his native Country Moravia, 
did powerfully preach the Word of free Remiſſion 
of Sins: But at his Return from thence, as he 
brought along with him a large Company of his 
Countrymen, they were all laid hold on in their 


Journey and detain'd, but he himſelf was order'd 


to go his Way, and they likewiſe afterwards were 


every one releas'd and freely let go, the Reaſon 


of which Circumſtance we were never able to pe- 
In the Year 1732, two Brethren, being inflam'd 


with a Divine Zeal, which had ſprung up in them 


by Degrees, but which they had kept ſecret within 
their own Breaſts above half a Year, and were wil- 
ling to examine, took a Reſolution to preach the 
Goſpel to the Negroes in the Weſt-Indiæss. But be- 


ing deſtitute of the Money neceſſary for ſo long a 
Voyage, theſe Great Souls form'd a Deſign wor- 


thy 
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thy of themſelves, which was, to ſell themſelves, 
in order to pay the Expences of the Voyage, and 
that they might alſo have an Opportunity of con- 
verſing with the poor Creatures, who ſhould be 
their Fellow-Slaves : But the Divine Providence 
took ſo much Care of them, that they had no 
Need to put that Deſign of ſelling themſelves in 
Execution. Coming mto Copenhagen, they acci- 
dentally ſpoke with a Black, who faid, that he 
„ had a Siſter in the Iſland of Sz. Thomas, who 
« would gladly embrace the Goſpel-Truth®”, They 
therefore went thither, and laid the Foundation of 
that famous Church in Sr. Thomas*s Iſland, which 
at this preſent Time conſiſts of about a thouſand 
Negroes, partly who know, partly who are deſi- 
rous to know the Saviour; and the Number of Be- 
lievers perpetually increaſes. In the Iſland of S. 
Crux, our Brethren have gone thro* infinite Diffi- 
culties, and not a few of them have died thro? the 
Badneſs of the Climate. However now the Work 
of the Lord, which the Brethren are doing among 
the Savages, goes on better. Furthermore, it was 
in this Year, the Enquiry was made into the Do- 
Etrine and Diſcipline of the Brethren, which is al- 
ready mention'd; and at the ſame Time Count 
Zinzendsrf, that he might be the more at Liberty 
for ſacred Employments, laid down his Civil 
ones. | 

In the Year 1733 David Nitſchman, at this pre- 
ſent Biſhop of the Brethren, and one of thoſe who 
the Year before had preach*d the Goſpel to the Ne- 
groes in S. Thomas's Iſland, went into Penſylvania, 
and with the Aſſiſtance of other Brethren and Siſ- 
ters afterwards arriving from Herrnhuth, gathered 
a good Number of Souls to Chriſt, The Brethren 
at this very Time are ſettling there, having got an 
Opportunity of ſhewing the Way of Salvation to 
the Savage Nations near Penflvania, wherein 3 
Eh at 
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daid Biſhop already has led the Way and made a 
Beginning, | 

The fame Year the Brethren, hearing that the 
Inhabitants of Greenland were deſtitute of all Know- 
ledge of God, and ſome having purpos'd to go thi- 
ther, they ſent them forth, freely to kindle a Fire 
of Grace in this coldeſt Climate of the World. 
But they ſuffer'd there a thouſand Hardſhips, the 
moſt afflicting of which was, that after ſo great La- 
bours, not ſo much as one of the Heathens receiv'd 
the Truth into his Heart, Yet all theſe Things 
only increas'd the Zeal and Fervor of our Brethren, 
whoſe firm Reſolution it was, rather to die, than 
to go away from thence without Fruit. And in this 
Faith and Patience, in theſe Prayers, and in this 
Wreſtling with the Saviour, did they ſpend full 
five Years, till in the Year 1737, their Hopes be- 
gan to be fulfill'd, by the Converſion of a certain 
Heathen to Chriſt, whoſe Name was Czjanack, who 
is to this Day an Inſtrument of converting many 
of theſe Barbarous People. | 

Towards the End of this Year, that Anſwer of 
the Theological Faculty of Tubingen was ſign'd. 

The Obſervables of the Year 1 734 are, The Ex- 
amination which Count Zinzendorf underwent at 
Straelſund, and the Approbation of thoſe Divines: 
The publick Writing which he put forth at Tu- 
Bingen concerning his Conduct: His Letter to the 
moſt Glorious King of Sweden: And laſtly, the 
Northern Journey, which ſome of the Brethren at- 
tempted as far as Archangel, that they might make 
known the Word of Grace to the Samsjedes, a Bar- 
barous People in the Northern Parts of Muſcouy; 
but the Muſcovites would not ſuffer them to paſs 
thro', imagining ſome Political Reaſon to be at the 
Bottom of their Buſineſs. 

In the Year 1735, ſome Brethren went into Geor- 


gia, a Colony of the Engl * in America, who be- 
1 came 
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came ſo well known to a certain King, Tomo Chech, 
that not a few of his Subjects were touch*d and * 
fected by the Power of the Goſpel, 

In the ſame Year likewiſe, David Nitſchman was 
conſecrated Biſhop of the Moravian Brethren in Fo- 
reign Parts, at Berlin, by the celebrated D. Ja- 
Blonsky ; who was filPd with the greateſt Joy, that 
he was to have a Succeſſor among the Brethren, 
and cſpecially this N:z/chman, a Man ſo laborious in 
God's Vineyard, who had ken ſuch great —— 
thro* America as well as Europe. 

At this Time, certain Brethren went into Hol. 
ſtein, where after two Years they fixed their Abode; 
others going into Wetteravia, laid the Foundation 
of a new Settlement and Church, which was af- 
terwards planted there. 

In this Year alſo, was another and tho laſt "oh 
quiſitory Examination made into the Doctrine and 
Diſcipline of the Brethren, wherein the Reports of 
the firſt Inquiſition were approv'd and ratify'd. 

In the Year 1737, a certain Brother laid open 
before the Church, the ardent Deſire which he felt, 
to preach the Goſpel to the Heathens in Africa ; 
and ſhe acknowledging the Hand of God in this 
Matter, added the outward Call to the Inward, and 
gave him Leave to carry the glad Tidings of the 
Grace of God in Chriſt, to the barbarous People 
inhabiting the Region of Caffaria near the Cape of 
Good Hope, commonly call'd Hottentots 3 which he 
thereupon did with ſuch great Succeſs, that thoſe 
Wretches, whom every one knows to 'be certainly 
of the moſt Savage Nature, receiv*d our Schmid, 
or Smith (for that is his Name) with the utmoſt 
Love, and gave the greateſt Attention to his ſacred 
Inſtructions. Many of them burn with a true 

Deſire of Salvation; and they alſo deliver up their 
Children to our Schmid to be educated, who in- 
ſtructs them in the Chriſtian Faith, 


1 Tuo 


„ 


p 
9 


A ſhort Hiſtory of the Moravian Brethren. 59 
Two others ſtirred up with the ' ſame Zeal, had 


a Deſire to be Witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt in Guinea, 
a Colony likewiſe of the Dutch in Africa, whither 
they went this Year 17373 one of whom is ſince 


dead, but the otherabides at this Time in the Iſland 
of Delmina, and diligently labours in the divine 
Calling whereto he was call'd, 

In the ſame Year alſo, Count Zinzendorf depart- 
ed from Holland, whither he had gone the Year be- 
fore, into England, where he conſulted about the 
Miſſions of the Brethren into the Engliſß Colonies, 
and was of great Comfort and Edification as well to 
the Engliſb, as to the Germans dwelling at London. 
After his Return into Germany, he was "conſecrated 
Biſhop of the Brethren at Berlin; he being origi- 
nally a Moravian, whoſe Family dwelt there, and 
was formerly very conſpicuous for Public Employ- 
ments, but for the ſake of the Proteſtant Religion, 
left its Country, Eſtate and Dignities. 

Laſtly, the Founding of three Churches, which 


the Brethren erected in this Year of 1737, belongs 


to this Place; namely the Church 

1. Of Marizfont in the Caſtle of Marienborn in 
Wetteravia, three Miles diſtant from the City of 
Hannau ; whither Count Zinzendorf repaired this 
Year with his whole Family, together with a large 
Company alſo of the United Brethren, where is now 
the uſual Epiſcopal Scat. 

2. The Church in Pilger-rub in Holſtein Royal, 


between Hamburg and Lubeck, which was begun to 


be built in the Year 1737, by the Permiſſion of the 


moſt Serene King of Denmark, who very graciouſly 


granted the Brethren Leave to dwell there, and a 


free Exerciſe of Religion and Diſcipline. 


3. The Church in Heerendyt, lying in the Low- 
Countries near Lelſtein under the Dominion of the 


Prince of Orange, which Place the Brethren began 
"ES + to 
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to inhabit in the Year 1737, having obtain'd Leave 
of their Superiors. 
In the Year 1738, ſome of the Brethren went to 
London in England, where they declar'd the Word 
concerning free Grace in the Blood of Chriſt with 
great Power. 
Others of the Brethren croſſing the Sea went into 
South-Caroiina, where they erected a School, the Go- 
vernor of the Province yielding them all tne Favour 
and Aſſiſtance, they could deſire. In the Year 
1739, they went into the remoteſt Parts of Carolina, 
in order to bring the Indians and Savages into the 
Way of Salvation, among whom they abide at this 
Time. 

Others went into New-Zort, with the ſame In- 
tentions as the tormer, where to this Day they ſuc- 
ceſsfully declare the Word ct Reconciliation to the 
Heathens. 

Laſtly, others went into Barbies, a Place of the 
Ieſt-Indies, to carry to thoſe miſcrable and blind 
People which inhabit this Iſland, the News of the 
Grace and Hope which we have 1n the Saviour, By 
the laſt Letrers we find, that the Brethren's Labour 


in this Place is not without a Bleſſing. 


To this Year belongs alſo the founding of the 
Church at Herrahaag, not far from Marienborn, 
which hath ſince increas'd to ſuch a Degree, that in 
Number it is inferior to no Church "of the Bre- 
thren, 

The Labours which the Brethren undertook this 
Year, were concluded and crown'd by the memo- 
| Table Voyage, which the Count and Biſhop Zin- 
 zendorf made into the Meſt-Indies. The Condi- 
tion of our Churches in the Indies, eſpecially of 
that in the Iſland of S. Thomas, requir'd the Pre- 
ſence of a Biſhop. Accordingly the Believing Ne- 
. groes immediately aſſembled together, and expreſs 
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the incredible Joy that they were affected with, at 
the Biſhop's viſiting them. He confirm'd them 


in that Word of Grace, which they had heard from 
the Brethren, and filbd their Souls with much en- 


ſolation. 
Having ſet all Things in order, and made ſuch 
Inſtitutions as were neceſſary in the Church, he 
departed into the Iſlands of S. Cruz and S. Euſta- 
chius, where he likewiſe exercis d his Epiſcopal 
Function. 

In the 1739, two Witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt went 
into the Eaſt- Indies, into the Iſland of Ceylon, to 
bring to the Cirgaleſe Heathens the Tidings of Sal- 
vation in the Blood of the Lamb. Theſe return- 
ing very lately, (in the Lear 1741) gave an Ac- 
count of what the Saviour had done by their Mi- 
niſtry, namely, that not a few of the Heathens were 
converted to Chriſt, who alſo by Letters they wrote 
to the Church teſtilied the ſame. 
In the Vear 1740, one of the Brethren went in- 
to Algiers in Africa, where he declar'd to the miſe- 


rable Chriſtian Slaves, the Liberty which we have 


in the Bloody Redemption by Chriſt, not without 
Succeſs : But a violent Plague which at that Time 
raged there, and which he had been twice infected 
| with, put an End to his Life. | 
This Year a Meſſenger likewiſe was ſent to Con- 
ſtantinople to the Patriarch of the Greeks, to intreat 
him, not to be againſt the Converſion of the Eaſtern 
Heathens by the Brethren's Miniſtry, and that he 
would be plcas'd to give them his Recommenda- 
tion to the Biſhops in the Eaſt; which Requeſt 
the Patriarch complied with, by writing an elegant 
Recommendatory Letter in our Behalf. 

In the mean while a new Biſhop of the Church 
was publickly choſen and conſecrated in a Synod of 
the Brethren, Polycarp Muller : He had formerly 
been a Profeſſor at Leipſick, and Director for 1 

ime 
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Time of a great School at Zittau, and was origi- 
nally a Bobemian, ſprung from thoſe Families, who 
in the 3o Years War, went away Exiles for the 
Sake of Religion out of Bohemia into Saxony. 

In the Year 1741, Count Zinzendorf, accompa- 
nied with ſome Brethren, went to Geneva, and 
there abode for four Months, whereby the Church 
of the Brethren became more particularly kndwn 
to the Divines and Profeſſors of this famous U- 
niverſity likewiſe, _ 

The ſame Year, John Nitſchman, a Moravian, 
Director before of the Seminary of Students, was 
in the laſt Synod of the Brethren, choſen and con- 
ſecrated Biſhop. 

May God with his Grace and **. be preſent 
with the Church. 
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I. O Ixteen Diſcourſes on the Redemption of Man by the Death 
8 of Chriſt: Preach'd at Berlin in the Year 1738. by the 
Right Reverend and moſt illuſtrious Count Zinxendorf, Biſhop 
of the ancient Moravian Church. Tranſlated from the High 
Dutch. 5 We 
II. Seven Sermons on the Godhead of the Lamb, or the Di- 
vinity of Jeſus Chriſt, by the ſame Author; Preached in the 
Congregation, juſt before his ſecond Voyage to the Weft-1n- 
ae 4 


s. 

III. A Collection of Hymns, with ſeveral Tranſlations from 
the Hymn-Book of the Moravian Brethren. 

IV. A Manual of Doctrine: Or an Eſſay to bring into the 
Form of Queſtion and Anſwer, as well the Fundamental Do- 
ctrines, as the other Scripture-Knowledge, of the Proteſtant 
Congregations who for 300 Years paſt have been call'd The 
| Brethren, With an Introduction. Tranſlated from the High- 

Dutch. | | 
V. The Traveller's Preſent : Or a Letter giving a ſhort Hi- 
ſtory of Religion. 

VI. The Watch-Words of the Covenant in the Blood of 

| Jeſus, for the Year 1743. 

VII. Moſt of the Reverend Mr. George Whitefield's Sermons, 
and Journals, and his other Works. 

VIII. A Sermon on Salvation by Faith, by John Weſley, 

A. M. Fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford. 

IX. The Doctrine of Salvation, Faith, and good Works: 
Extracted from the Homilies of the Church of England. 

X. Reply to the Reverend Mr. Bowman's Letter againſt the 

Methodifts, : 
| XI. The true Chriſtian, or the Way to a holy Life, and 
happy Death, in 2 Parts: Collected chiefly from Biſhop Tay- 

lors Living and Dying, &c. 

XII. A ſerious Exhortation to Repentance and Sorrow for 
Sin, and a ſtrict and mortified Life. Written by St. Ephraim 


the Syrian. 


XIII. Private Prayers for every Day in the Week, and for 
the ſeveral Parts of each Day. Tranſlated from the Greek 
Devotions of Biſhop Andrews, by George Stanhope, D. D. late 
Dean of Canterbury. „ 

XIV. The Country Parſon's Advice to his Pariſhioners; in 
two Parts. 1ſt, Containing a plain and ſerious Exhortation to 
a Religious Life. 2d, General Directions how to live accord- 
ingly. Price 1s. 6d. or 15 8. per Dozen to thoſe that give 
them away. | 


At the ſame Place may be had Bibles, Common Prayer- 
Books, and moſt Sorts of other Books. | 


